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Enough; Now, O Lord 


By Vernon Howard 


It is enough ; now, O Lord, take away my 
life. -- 1 Kings 19: 4. 
NOUGH ; now, O Lord; enough of my- 
self, 
My purity, my grace; 
Enough of the sweetness, enough of thc 
' charm, 
All fleshly prides — so base! 


Enough ; now, O Lord; take away muy life; 
May all be counted but loss ; 

Crucified, buried, — dead, indeed, 
Dead with Thee by Thy cross. 


Enough; now, O Lord; Thou art enough; 
Thy living fullness I see; 

Thy riches of grace I claim for my own, 

_ For, Lord, my life is Thee. 


we 
A “New Order” of Darkness 


“New Orders” are popular among 
men today. Political, economic, and so- 
cial schemes glowingly promise to estab- 
lish.a new order. We are still waiting! 
A friend wrote from Shanghai just after 
Christmas: “The ‘darkness’ of the ‘New 
Order’ so much heralded in Asia ‘com- 
prehendeth not’ the Light of Life, our 
Lord Jesus. While in churches the 
Christmastide is being celebrated, and 


little children with their fathers and 
mothers and many orphan children due 
to the ‘New Order’ massacres are glori- 
ously happy because of the Babe of 
Bethlehem, in other places — countless 
places—mangled children; hideously 
disfigured babes; maimed mothers and 
fathers; charred homes; starving scores 
of innocents; murder; oppression; as- 
saults upon women; cruel tortures; 
opium and heroin impudently advertised 
and shamelessly used; such is the king- 
dom of darkness which is, with sinister 
and subtle boldness, paraded by the in- 
vaders as the ‘New Order of East Asia’ 
which is to save Ghina and also the 
world !” Japan is giving the world a new 
demonstration of the old truth, declared 
by Job in the oldest book of the Bible: 
“A land of darkness, as darkness itself; 
and of the shadow of death, without 
any order” (Job 10:22). 


x 
What Is Revival ? 


Unsaved people cannot be revived. 
Revival is only for God’s people — those 
who have already been born again and, 
having the Son, have life. In a prayer 
conference Dr, Ernest Wadsworth, Di- 
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Minced 


VISITING minister was asked to 
A lead in prayer in Sunday school, 

and when he had finished, a 
teacher heard one of her girls whisper, 
“Gosh, what a prayer!” Such an ex- 
clamation seems incongruous in express- 
ing one’s appreciation of a prayer, but 
a little thought will lead anyone to the 
conclusion that “gosh” is not an appro- 
priate word for a Christian to use on 
any occasion whatsoever. When we 
look into the original meaning of such 
interjections, we may be surprised that 
even some Christian people are habitual 
users of expressions which the diction- 
ary terms “minced oaths.” 

A very commonly used interjection is 
“Gee.” It is capitalized in Webster’s 
New International Dictionary and given 
this definition: “A form of Jesus, used 
in minced oaths.” This derivation is 
even more apparent when the form 


rector of the Great Commission Prayer 
League, said truly: “When we ask peo- 
ple to pray for the revival of the Church 
we mean the true Church, for the true 
Church, the body of Christ, has life and 
can be revived.” The unsaved man, 
“dead in trespasses and sins,” never has 
had the life that is Christ, and cannot 
be revived, but must be given life for 
the first time by accepting Christ as 
Saviour. But the tragedy of the true 
Church of Christ is the fact that so many 
born-again children of God are never- 
theless spiritually so powerless that the 
world sees in much of the Church what 
the founder of the Great Commission 
Prayer League, the late Thomas E. 
Stephens, used to call “the well-nigh 
paralytic body of Christ.” In connection 
with the nation-wide campaign for re- 
vival being conducted by Dr. Paul Rood 
and the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association, let us remember that we 
must look to God to revive, fill with 
his Holy Spirit, and bring to powerful 
witnessing, those who are already Chris- 
tians. Then thousands of the unsaved 
will be saved. To this end let us unite 
with the Psalmist in prayer: “Wilt thou 
not revive us again: that thy people may 
rejoice in thee?’ (Psa. 85:6.) 
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Oaths 


“Geez,” now frequently heard, is used. 
Two other common words and their 
definitions are _ these: “Golly —a 
euphemism for God, used in minced 
oaths; gosh, a substitute for God, used 
in minced oaths.” Darn, darned, darna- 
tion” are said to be “colloquial euphe- 
misms for damn, damned, damnation.” 
Persons who allow their lips to utter 
“Gosh-darned” quite freely would be 
shocked if they realized the real mean- 
ing of the word. 

A certain minister, professor in a sound 
seminary, when he was a child was not 
allowed to use “goodness,” “mercy,” or 
“gracious” as exclamations. He was in- 
clined to think the restriction a family 
peculiarity, merely a parental overcare- 
fulness, but now he can see that it had 
a sound Calvinistic basis. The Shorter 
Catechism asks, “What is required in 
the third commandment?” and then gives 
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this answer: “The third commandment 
requireth the holy and reverent use of 
God’s names, titles, attributes, ordi- 
nances, word, and works.” Certainly 
goodness is an attribute of God. That 
this is so is recognized by Webster in 
the latter part of his definition: “The 
word is used colloquially as an excla- 
mation, or in various exclamatory 
phrases, as ‘for goodness sake! goodness 
gracious !’— the reference being orig- 
inally to the goodness of God.” ° 

The use of minced oaths is quite con- 
trary to the spirit of the New Testa- 


ment teaching. For example, our Lora - 


Jesus said: “But I say unto you, Swear 
not at all. . . . But let your speech 
be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever 
is more than these is of the evil one” 
(Matt. 5:34, 37, R. V.). The phrase 
“whatsoever is more than these” sug- 
gests the meaning of expletives, or ex- 
clamations: an expletive is defined as 
“something added merely as a filling; 
especially a word, letter, or syllable not 
necessary to the sense, but inserted to 
fill a vacancy.” 

James in writing his Epistle repeats 
almost exactly the words of the Lord 
Jesus quoted above: “But above all 
things, my brethren, swear not, neither 
by the heaven, nor by the earth, nor 
by any other oath: but let your yea 
be yea, and your nay, nay; that ye fall 
not under judgment” (Jas. 5:12). That 
last word recalls our Lord’s declaration: 
“But I say unto you, That every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judg- 
ment” (Matt. 12:36). 
judgment is given in the following verse, 
“For by thy words thou shalt ‘be jus- 
tified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned.” 

If we try to excuse ourselves by say- 
ing that these exclamations slip through 
our lips unawares, we need to heed the 
Holy Spirit’s warning in the Epistle of 
James: “If any man thinketh himself 
to be religious, while he bridleth [or, 
curbeth] not his: tongue, but deceiveth 
his heart, this man’s religion is vain” 
(1:26). Even though we do not intend 
these minced oaths to bear the meaning 
the words originally had, we certainly 
cannot truthfully say that the use of 
them accords with Christ’s command, 
“Let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay.” 

James seemed puzzled by the same 
anomaly that puzzles us, namely, the 
presence of minced oaths on the lips 
of Christians. Writing of the tongue as 
“a restless evil .. . full of deadly poi- 
son,” he said: “Therewith bless we the 
Lord and Father; and therewith curse 
we men, who are made after the like- 
ness of God: out of the same mouth 
cometh forth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to 
be” (Jas. 3:8-10). 

While no attempt has been made to 
give a complete list of all the words in 
the vocabulary of near-profanity, enough 


The result of this’ 
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has been said to indicate that present- 
day speech. has fallen below that stand- 
ard which Christ Jesus set for his dis- 
ciples. 

The tendency in the use of expletives 
is to find the milder ones becoming less 
expressive of our feelings, to discard 
them, and use stronger ones in their 
stead. A careless following of others 
in the use of these common minced oaths 





April 6, 1940 


will dull our own spiritual sensitive- 
ness, and will weaken our Christian tes- 
timony. 

To gain the victory in this matter of 
full obedience to our Lord Jesus, we 
need to make the prayer of David our 
daily petition: “Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer” (Psa; 19:14). 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Can We Not Claim Precious 
Old Testament Promises? 


In THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes of 
January 13, in answer to a reader’s let- 
ter, attention was called to the fact that, 
while “the whole Bible is the Word 
of God, as true and infallible as the 
character and person of God himself,” 
at the same time “there are promises 
given by God for‘his people in one age 
or dispensation that are plainly not in- 
tended for his people in another age.” 
The same truth was brought out in the 
Trmes of February 10, answering the 
question, “Can Those Who Honor Their 
Parents Die Young?” This was in con- 
nection with God’s promise in the Com- 
mandments, “Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee.” Obviously this was a promise to 
Israel in connection with God’s chosen 
people obeying his laws as they dwelt, 
in faith and. obedience, in the Promised 
Land, the Land of Canaan, to which 
he was leading them out of Egypt when 
he made this promise. Freedom from 
physical disease, victory over earthly 
enemies, long life, and temporal pros- 
perity were’ peculiarly promises made 
of God to Israel in the Land and under 
the Law. That these promises do not 
apply in the same way to the Church 
of Christ today in the age of grace is 
evident; many devoted, consecrated 
Christian young people, like William 
Borden of Yale at the beginning of what 
promised to be a most remarkable 
missionary career, are taken Home in 
their youth to be with the Lord. 

Now comes a troubled and exceedingly 
important ietter from a reader asking 
whether, therefore, Christians can claim 
none of the precious Old Testament 
promises today ! 


I read with great interest your reply 
to a Colorado reader about Psalm 37:25 
in the issue for January 13. A similar 
question has been in my mind for a long 
time. It concerns not only this particu- 


lar passage, but the entire Old Testament. 
The Psalms and other passages in various 
Old Testament books have many comfort- 
ing and helpful promises. Must a present- 
day Christian cast all of these aside as 
belonging only to the Jews under the law? 


For example: Right now I am facing a 
crisis. Within the next few weeks may 
come a change which can affect my life 
greatly. A Christian friend suggested 
Deuteronomy 31:8 to me a long time ago 
before this crisis arose: “And the Lord, 
he it is that doth go before thee; he will 
be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither 
forsake thee: fear not, neither be dis- 
mayed.” Lately this verse and many in 
the Psalms have been of great comfort to 
me. After reading your answer to the 
Colorado reader, I wonder now if I can’t 
look to any Old Testament passage for 
comfort. Does God never use any of 
these verses to help and strengthen us of 
this dispensation? Must we take prom- 
ises only from the New Testament? 

I've also studied a little about the dis- 
pensations. Still there is the question, 
“How much, if any, of the Old Testament 
may a present-day believer use for com- 
fort and guidance?” How can one know 
which verses apply to Jews, which to 
Gentiles, and which to the Church? I do 
hate to lose the comfort which many Old 
Testament verses have given me.—A 
Maryland reader. 


And God forbid that this earnest 
reader, or any other children of God 
today, should lose the comfort and bless- 
ing which God certainly intends Chris- 
tians in this present age of grace to 
receive from the Old Testament. Noth- 
ing that was said in earlier issues of 
THe SunpAy ScHoot Trmes was intended 
to deny or question in the remotest way 
this comfort and blessing. Much that 
has been published in THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Times has directed readers 
straight to the Old Testament for di- 
vinely inspired Scriptures of unspeak- 
able comfort and blessing to Christians 
of today. 

For example, in the Editor’s series of 
articles on Bible Prophecy was an arti- 
cle (May 29, 1937) on “Three Great 
Prophecies of the Shepherd Psalms.” 
These are Psalms 22, 23, and 24, and it is 
to be noted that they are all in the Old 
Testament. It was pointed out that “the 
three prophetic Shepherd Psalms give 
us the past, the present, and the future 
of the salvation that believers have in 
Christ. . . . The three Psalms prophesy, 
respectively, the mission and work of 
Christ as the Good Shepherd, the Great 
Shepherd, and the Chief Shepherd.” The 
message of these three Psalms concern- 
ing the sacrificial and redeeming death 


(Continued on page 277) 
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Is Child Training the Greatest P 
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Parents who are living surren- 
dered lives are the best inspiration 
the children can have. The spirit 
and the atmosphere of the home 
should be full of Jesus Christ. In ' 
some homes this would call for a 
real housecleaning. Books, maga- 
zines, pictures on the wall, music, 
talk at the dinner table, radio, all 
can speak constantly of the fact that 
Christ is Lord of the home. The 
children soon learn to love the things 
that Mother and Dad love and make 
lovely. 











“The Sunday School Times has seemed 
to me finer than ever before. You are 
publishing such vital, fearless things 
that I was talking with friends the 
other day, asking them to pray espe- 
cially for you.”—A California reader. 





Seizing at first upon everything 
available in print on the subject, i 
gradually came to see that much of 
what is in circulation today by 
psychologists and psychiatrists for 
guidance in child-training is false 
in principle. Lacking the fear of 
the Lord which is the beginning of 
knowledge (Prov. 1:7) as well as 
of wisdom (Prov. 9:10), they not 
only ignore the fact that the natu- 
ral heart is evil, but also have no 
such goal as the Christian’s must 
needs be, the eternal welfare of the 
child. ... Finding little help there, 
I studied the Bible on this subject 
from beginning to end, praying for 
the wisdom that I lacked. The in- 
evitable result was light on the 
matter, for the Bible is the best 
Book on child training. 











“You have a distinctive field and are 
DIFFERENT, and always reliable, which 
cannot be said of some others. There-is 
always a sane Scripturalness to every- 
thing that you publish, refreshing and 
inspiring.”—A British Columbia reader. 


There is no greater problem con- 
fronting parents today than the ever 
present, immensely practical prob- 
lem of the training of their children. 
But the problem can be solved, and 
is being solved in many Christian 
homes. Readers of the Times have 
been asked to tell what methods they 
have followed that have brought 
blessing and success. Their response 
has been most impressive and encour- 
aging. Two of their articles are in 
last week’s and this week’s issues; 
some of the best are yet to be pub- 
lished, and the editors welcome the 
privilege of giving them to the Times 
Family. A few extracts on this 
page, from the coming articles, show 
the rich treat in store for the 
readers. 





At one time in each life my chil- 
dren seemed strongly attracted to 
the “movies.” I did not absolutely 
forbid attendance, but in discussing 
it with them afterward would often 
question whether Christ seemed 
close in such a place. They admit- 
ted that on every program there 
was something that wasn’t just as 
wholesome as it should be. Fre- 
quent movie-going was never even 
thought of. And as the years went 
by, with the development of Chris- 
tian character and a growing desire 
for a closer walk with Christ, these 
habits and _ inclinations were 
crowded out just as the dead leaves 
of the oak are pushed off in the 
spring by the new life in the bough. 











“IT am one. of ‘those fortunate people 
who have availed themselves of your 
ten weeks Get Acquainted offer for 25 
cents. I have fallen in love at first sight 
with your splendid paper. What I like 
most dbout it is that, with the other 
material it offers, it makes an impreg- 
nable defence of the old faith. I didn’t 
know a publication of this character ex- 
isted. Now I am subscribing for a whole 
year."—A Manitoba reader. 


L 2 , 
OO RL 
The boys did their shard’ 6 we. 

housework. So far as I know, it 
never occurred to them not to do it. 
They all learned to sew and mend 
their own clothes, so their time out- 
side of school hours was filled to 
overflowing, and we never had them 
once ask to go to a moving picture 
show or a worldly place of amuse- 
ment. As they grew older they en- 
tered into all kinds of sports, and 
attended the sports events staged 
between well-known teams. Then 
when the boys were thirteen, four- 
teen, or fifteen years of age, once 
every two weeks we had a party in 
our home, 














“I have been reading the Times for 
a@ good many years now, and find it 
my best help in teaching my class of 
boys and girls of college age. In fact, it 
is the only help I am using now, hav- 
ing discarded all the rest I have used.” 
—An Ohio reader. 





My son is a preacher of the Gos- 
pel. When he was seventeen years 
old, in a school of boys, a profes- 
sor who occupied a room across the 
hall from him used to make it his 
business to visit him in the evenings 
in order to ventilate his Modernistic 
ideas pertaining to the atonement, 
the miracles, the creation, etc. He 
was, of course, a believer in evolu- 
tion. When my son came home on 
vacations we sometimes sat up until 
the small hours of the morning dig- 
ging into the Word of God to-prove 
to him the fallacy of such teachings. 
Thank God, it worked! 











“I want to send this to my son in col- 
lege studying for the ministry. I asked 
him. which paper to have sent him, and 
he asked for The Sunday School Times. 
He felt it kept him straight on so many 
questions.”—A California reader. 








- A Word to 9,198 


Last autumn 9,198 new subscribers began taking THE 
Sunpbay Scuoot Tres for a period of at least 24 weeks. They 
have been writing of their enthusiastic appreciation. These 
introductory subscriptions are soon due to be renewed. In 
order that these new readers may know something of the 
rich reading matter already secured for the months to 
come, the Times is giving, in the issues of last week, 





New Subscribers 


this week, and next week, glimpses of a few of these. 
You have doubtless discovered that the Tuwes brings you 
every week a greater variety of unusual features than you 
had supposed possible in a single Christian journal. 
can make sure of having this paper continue to come to 
you every week by using any one of the various rates for 
annual subscriptions described on the last page of this issue. 


You 
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Leading Our Children to Christ 


The importance of teaching them at an early age 
to love the Lord Jesus Christ 


By a Father 














E CAN be quite sure of one 
W wine if we desire to lead our 

children to Christ a real incen- 
tive must be used; the mere urge to 
be good is not sufficient. The Lord Jesus 
said of himself, “I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me” 
(John 12:32). Love is the most com- 
pelling force in the world, and there 
is nothing that can exercise so great a 
restraining and constraining influence in 
any life as a deep and abiding love 
for Christ. A little child accepts with- 
out any doubt the sweet story of the 
Lord Jesus and his love, and when love 
for the Lord Jesus enters the child’s 
heart, it has that divine quality that 
makes it infinitely more effective than 
human love, even that of a mother. We, 
who were lovingly taught in early years 
of Jesus Christ, know that these early 
impressions remain and return to help 
us in spite of the years of sinning and 
forgetfulness. 


Giving Up Doubtful Practices 


When our first baby girl came, bring- 
ing new joy, we of course desired the 
best for her, and we knew that, only 
as her life was given to God, could 
there be lasting joy. My wife and I 
had been led to Christ when we were 
young; he had kept us, but we had 
allowed certain practices to come into 
our lives which, though quite respect- 
able, were among the doubtful things. 
The Holy Spirit revealed to us that our 
example might cause others to stumble, 
even our own children. By his help 
these doubtful things were dropped, and 
we had more joy in the denial than in 
the indulgence. 

It was in Sunday school, after a very 
unruly career as a scholar, that I was 
led to Christ. There also I met a little 
girl who afterward became my wife 
and has been my constant partner in 
the prayer ministry and training of our 
two girls. Knowing by experience the 
blessings that come through the right 
kind of Sunday school, we made sure 
that our girls should attend one in which 
Christ was pre-eminent. However, what 
a mistake it is to think that a Sunday 
school teacher, with one hour of con- 
tact weekly, can make up the deficiency 
of a home where Christian training is 
neglected. Parents must help, or they 
will hinder their children in their spir- 
itual growth, and therefore the family 
altar is a necessity and soon becomes a 
source of joy and strength. 

As the girls grew we were companions 
to them. No engagement, aside from 





In this second article in the series 
on Christian home training, begun 
last week, the writer emphasizes at 
least three very important principles: 
making the story of the Lord Jesus 
so attractive that children will love 
him with all their heart; being real 
friends and companions to our chil- 
dren; and keeping the proper bal- 
ance between a rigid severity that 
causes rebellion, and a weak over- 
indulgence. All conscientious Chris- 
tian ‘parents realize how hard it is 
to observe the last principle con- 
sistently, and this Christian father 
shows how he and his wife gave the 
training of their children first place 
in their lives. As will be noted, the 
articles in this series, to be published 
from time to time during this spring, 
do not set forth mere theories of 
child-training, but tell of the actual 
experiences of Christian parents 
whose children, in many cases, are 
now grown men and women. The 
preceding page gives a fuller an- 
nouncement of this series. 








the daily duties, could be of greater 
importance than the care due the young 
lives that God had committed to our 
care. Do not think that this was a 
sacrifice. As a dad, no other company 
was preferable to me, and as I have 
seen the unfolding of joyful Christian 
lives in our girls, my heart has been 
full of gratitude to God. 


Being a Real Companion 


When my elder girl was quite small 
I was the president of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society, and I continued ‘to go 
with them to the Young People’s meet- 
ings until the younger one had become 
an active member. They enjoyed the 
Christian activities of the Young Peo- 
ple’s meeting, as well as the picnics and 
social times, with lots of the kind of 
fun that left no bad taste in the mouth. 
Early in life they were told the truth 
concerning the facts of life, and told of 
the dangers of what the world calls a 
“good time.” There was plenty of 
healthy amusement, as well as increas- 
ing interest in Christian service, which 
provides an ever deepening satisfaction 
to those who have early learned to know 
Christ. There has been no apparent 
attraction toward the movies or dance, 
as life has been too full. Like attracts 
like, and the young friends of our girls 


have been almost always the-right. kind.. 


Christian parents frequently endan- 


ger the eternal welfare of their children 
by one of two attitudes: either a rigid 
severity that causes rebellion, or a weak, 
over-indulgence. Wrong tendencies of 
speech or action may be checked much 
more easily when a child is very young; 
but such training must be persistent and 
not spasmodic. It must also be consis- 
tent, not by precept only, but by exam- 
ple. Nobody sees through “humbug” 
more quickly than a child, or is more 
quick to imitate. NOW is the time to 
commence if the process has been neg- 
lected. Parents who fail to correct 
wrong tendencies in children may pay 
some day in heartbreak over ruined 
lives. 


Wholesome Fun and Christian Service 


We must recognize the increased dan- 
gers which face youth today, and be 
constant in prayer to God that they may 
be kept from the evil that is in the 
world, and be led to Christ. Avoid the 
continual attitude of “thou shalt not,” 
and try the kindly, loving spirit that 
will find time to lead the young folk 
to wholesome pursuits, which will give 
more real and lasting joy than the arti- 
ficial stimulus of the movie or the dance. 

The elder of our girls is now married, 
having met her husband among the 
young people of the church. Now she 
and her husband are active in the local 
church where they live. The younger 
girl is teaching in the Sunday school in 
which she entered as a Primary scholar; 
she is also on the executive of the 
Young People’s Society, and secretary 
of the student body of the Bible School 
in this city. Don’t get a picture of 
sad and solemn faces,—they are both 
prone to bubble over, owing to the pos- 
session of an active sense of humor, and 
the smile does not need any “perma- 
nent wave” made by rouge or lipstick, 
as it is a natural product of healthy 
living. Christian young people enjoy 
their fun to the full, because it is not 
the ultimate object of life. Fun to be 
worthwhile must be occasional and in- 
cidental; too many people live for self- 
ish amusement, until it becomes a weari- 
ness to the flesh, and produces mental 
ana spiritual deformity. 

The problem of so-called scientific 
education has had to be met, with its 
evolutionary theory as opposed to the 
Genesis story of creation. Having given 
some study to the subject, I was able 
to point out some of the inconsistencies 
and contradictions to the known facts. 
It is easy to obtain the writings of 
Christian men of high scientific stand- 
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ing, which convincingly demolish the 
theory of evolution and show how much 
more reasonable and credible is the faith 
in God who created all things in the 
beginning and pronounced them good. 
In dealing with other young people, I 
frequently found their interest aroused 
to discover for themselves further mat- 
ter to refute evolution. Reading plays 
a large part in the formation of char- 


- acter, and good fiction, travel, and mis- 


sionary biography will give the right 
kind of a thrill. Regular Bible study 
of course is best of all. Choice of the 
right kind of reading should be com- 
menced in early life, before a taste has 
been acquired for the filthy magazines 
that clutter up the bookstalls. 

And now I come back to where I 
started, the attractiveness of our Lord 
Jesus. He calls children to himself to- 
day, even as he did when mothers of 
Salem brought them for his blessing. 
It is better if Christian parents will in- 
vite the children to come, instead of 
telling them to go; reward them by 
taking them to Sunday school, instead 
of penalizing them by sending them. We 
Ought not to get too old to go; and above 
all, we should pray for them every 
day. 

: 4 


- Can We Not Claim Precious 
Old Testament Promises ? 
(Continued from second page) 


of Christ, the resurrection of Christ, and 
the return of Christ as the King of glory, 
was set forth very fully. And all these 
three Psalms were written by inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, not only for Christians 
but to Christians — let us praise God for 
that. 

The Old Testament is filled with count- 
less passages declaring to Chri8tians to- 
day, in the new dispensation of grace, 
the same precious truths that they gave 
to God’s people Israel under the old dis- 
pensation of law. But how can we tell 
what Old Testament’ passages we may 
confidently claim for ourselves today, 
and what were of limited application 
to Israel? No involved, complicated, or 
difficult study of the Bible is necessary 
to answer this. One simple test is to 
see whether a precious Old Testament 
promise is found also in the New Testa- 
ment, especially in the New Testament 
Epistles written for and to the Church. 
For example, put Deuteronomy 31:8 
alongside of Matthew 28:20; John 10:28; 
2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippians 4:13, 19; 
Hebrews 13:5. Now read these passages 
together: 

“And the Lord, he it is that doth go 
before thee; he will be with thee, he will 
not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear 
not, neither be dismayed.” 

“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” 

“And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand.” 
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“And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” ' 

“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 

“‘My God shall supply all your need ac- 
cording to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.” 

“For he hath said, I wiil never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” 

In other words, Old Testament prom- 
ises that are renewed or repeated in 
any way in the New Testament are cer- 
tainly for us. And there are thousands 
of these. Old Testament promises that 
are plainly for Israel under the law and 
in the land may not-be for us,—such 
promises are almost invariably related 
to physical or temporal blessing and pro- 
tection, and are earthly blessings in con- 
trast with spiritual blessings. 

There was assured victory promised 
to Israel, in the land, over all her ene- 
mies while she continued faithful to 
God. 

There was promise of forgiveness of 
sins to the individual Israelite, provided 
certain carefully defined sacrifices were 
offered by the priest, in the tabernacle 
or the temple. 

If a woman had borne a child, she 
could be “clean” in God’s sight only by 
a certain prolonged and carefully pre- 
scribed routine of purification, ending 
with a sacrifice. 

A leper could be cleansed only by a 
prolonged and involved procedure car- 
ried out by the priest. 

There were definite promises God 
made to his people Israel in these mat- 
ters, conditioned on definite and: de- 
tailed obedience; it is evident that these 
Old Testament promises were not made 
to Christians in this present age of grace. 

An instance of the mistake of claim- 


‘ing every Old Testament passage liter- 


ally today came to the Editor in a re- 
cent letter from one of the readers, a 
Christian woman, She said she had 


- recently had an accident that might have 


been very serious, but that she had es- 
caped without any broken bones be- 
cause she claimed the promise in Psalm 
34:20, “He keepeth all his bones: not 
one of them is broken.” Does that mean 
that no Christian need ever suffer a 
broken bone? Far from it! That pas- 
sage in the Psalms is a Messianic proph- 
ecy, referring directly to Christ. It looks 
back to God’s directions to Israel con- 
cerning the Passover Lamb, when God 
commanded, “Neither shall ye break a 
bone thereof” (Exod. 12:46); and for- 
ward to the fulfillment of the Messianic 
prophecy in the Psalms, where we are 
told that, at the time of Christ’s cruci- 
fixion, this very Scripture was fulfilled: 
the soldiers broke the legs of the male- 
factors crucified with Christ, but “when 
they came to Jesus, and saw that he 
was dead already, they brake not his 
legs . . . For these things were done, 
that the scripture should be fulfilled, 
A bone of him shall not be broken” 
(John 19:33-36). 
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But let us have no doubt or fear that 
the Old Testament is filled with precious 
promises to God’s people in all the dis- 
pensations, today as in the past, to be 
claimed with thanksgiving and in full 
faith by every child of God. For— 

“The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms” 
(Deut. 33:27). 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand- 
eth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of the scornful. But his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord; and in 
his law doth he meditate day and night” 
(Psa. 1:1, 2). 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. . . . Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever” (Psa. 23). 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3). 

“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness” (Isa. 41:10). 


An Indian's Doorstep 
Becomes a Penitent Bench 


By Erma Anhorn 


Last summer Miss Anhorn was one 
of the workers of the Sunday School 
Mission of British Columbia (1112 
Dominion Bank Bldg., Vancouver, 
B. C.). With others, she felt led to 
evangelize the Indian settlements, 
where the people are either neg- 
lected spiritually, or are under the 
domination of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Margaret Fraser, secretary 
of the Mission, writes that the appre- 
ciation of the people was pathetic, 
and that the following story shows 
how readily the Word was recéived. 


NE afternoon I was led to visit an 

old woman who was living alone in 
a little hut by the side of the road. 
When I was nearing the home the 
woman was standing by her cabin 
watching me come along the road. When 
I came to her she asked, “What do you 
want?” 

I said, “I have come to tell you some- 
thing of the Lord Jesus Christ.” * She 
looked into my face, smiled, and then 
looked so surprised when she saw I 
meant it, and because she saw my Tes- 
tament in my hand. 

She said: “For many years I wish 
I could read a Bible, but I no can read. 
I read a little bit when a little girl, 
but now forget all. Many time I cry 


because I no can read.” 
I asked her whether I could read to 
her something from the Bible, God’s 
(Continued on page 291) 
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Cardenas is a man of statesman- 
like stature who says, “The great- 
est problem of the nations is to raise 
the moral standards of man.” He wel- 
comes the Bible and invites the co- 
operation of Protestants in his fight 
against social injustices, gambling, 
liquor, graft, and vice. He lives simply 
and uses his income for the poor, taking 
into his own home children of pauper 
parents. In unprivileged Mexico there 
is a striving for better things, and there 
are real opportunities for Protestant 
missionaries to co-operate with the 
Government in its idealist program. 
Thus the Department of Indian Affairs 
has begun a movement for translation 
and publication into Tarascan primers, 
literature, and news sheets. A large 
corps of linguists and ethnologists has 
organized an Indian School, with print- 
ing press, at Paracho in the mountains. 
This campaign will be extended to the 
forty-five Indian tribes of the Republic. 
Thus it happens that the preliminary 
work of making dialectical surveys, in- 
troducing new alphabets, and teaching 
Indians to read, is being carried on by 
the Government; Protestant missionaries 
have but to follow with Bible transla- 
tion and circulation. Mr. and Mrs. Max- 
well Lathrop are working on the trans- 
lation of the New Testament — into 
Tarascan. John T. Dale has finished his 
translation of John’s Gospel into Aztec, 
has developed a syllabus to teach Aztecs 
quick reading, and is writing tracts in 
Aztec. “We do thank God,” he writes, 
“that during the last two years the In- 
dians of nine tribes have begun to hear 
the Word in their own tongue... . 
“The Lord himself has opened the 
door to Mexico. The Government has 
brought from the United Stater the 
very eminent linguist, Dr, Morris Swa- 
desh, to sponsor a movement for a uni- 
form standard of orthography for ali 
Mexican tribes. A teaching campaign 
has begun among the President’s own 
tribe, the Tarascans, and when the pro- 
gram is well under way, the technical 
supervision will probably be turned over 
to a resident linguist, who in many 
cases will be one of our men.” 


The Settlement of Palestine, in spite 
of all opposition, proceeds apace. Not 
only has not a single settlement been 
evacuated, even temporarily, but fifty 
new ones have been founded in the past 
forty months, adding a hundred thou- 
sand dunams to the area of the National 
Home and 5,000 souls of rural population. 


RR carsen in Mexico. — President 


When plans are complete, 10,000 per- 
sons will be in these new colonies. 

These settlements are situated in re- 
mote frontier districts, as the Bethshan 
district of the Jordan Valley, the coastal 
zone of Upper Galilee, and the Dan area 
on the northeast, near Mt. Hermon. In 
none of these regions had the soil been 
cultivated by Jews for eighteen cen- 
turies. Other colonies are projected near 
the Negeb and on the Eastern shores of 
Lake Tiberias. 

One thinks of Nehemiah and the re- 
building of the walls of Jerusalem on 
reading these reports. “The risks are 
enormous, but all possible precautions 
are taken. Walled camps are now erected 





Advance in Mexico 
The Rev. J. G. Dale, D.D., 


whose work in Mexico is now 
sponsored by the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, is laboring among 495,000 
Aztecs. “We prepare in our train- 
ing school Bible evangelists who 
travel all the time, remaining at one 
village one, two, or three days. The 
evangelist’s task is to open a station, 
and then return to teach the converts 
every two weeks. With Tamazun- 
chale as a center, they have evangel- 
ized the country seventy-five miles 
round about, and have opened eighty- 
five Gospel stations with groups ‘of 
believers. Seven have built churches 
at their own charge and others are 
planning building. Once a month 
all evangelists gather at Tamazun- 
chale for a day of reports and of 
prayer. I can ride for five or six 
days on horseback without coming 
upon a qualified physician. So the 
Indians are coming to us, even from 
villages a hundred miles away, to 
get medicine.” 














in a single day. Double stockades, high 
wooden watchtowers, and powerful elec- 
tric searchlights are typical of the set- 
tlements founded during the disorders. 
Piowing and harvesting proceed under 
armed guard.” 

The pitiful flood of immigrants is a 
burden cheerfully borne. They come 
from the ships with nothing but their 
clothes, and these often rags. “We must 


give them everything, — towels, . sheets, 
shoes. There are not enough beds. Here 
a dining room accommodating two hun- 
dred is serving five hundred. Someone 
moves a few inches and they find a place 
to eat and sleep.” “All Israel are breth- 
ren” are words which have held Israel 
together for 1,900 years. 


“Trucks Carry Gospel to China’s War- 
Time Capital” is the rather unusual news 
item sent out by the Chrysler Corpora- 
tion (Dodge Division). It reads: 
“Carrying Gospels and Bibles furnished 
by the China Bible House, a caravan 
of four sturdy one and a half ton Dodge 
trucks recently made the long and haz- 
ardous journey from Haiphong, port of 
French Indo-China, to Chungking, West- 
ern China’s wartime capital. Six days 
and one night were required for the 
1,800 kilometer trek. As there are no 
filling stations along China’s new motor 
roads, the caravan carried its own: fuel, 
1,800 gallons of gasoline and 20 gallons 
of oil.: Though each truck carried al- 
most four tons, the trip was accomplished 
without mechanical trouble of any kind. 

“Before the trucks were unloaded in 
Chungking an automobile dealer in- 
quired if they were for sale. In a few 
days three of the four trucks were dis- 
posed of to this dealer at a price that 
covered the original investment and all 
expenses of the trip. The fourth truck 
was sold to the Postal Savings Bank of 
Chungking.” 


The Gideons in Michigan.—Mr. Strand 
of Grand Rapids says: “We have placed 
in Michigan over six thousand Bibles in 
nine different counties. At the present 
time we have a big undertaking, inas- 
much as we have decided to put twenty 
thousand Bibles in the public schools 
during the coming year. We have al- 
ready piaced 6,000. As we have hardly 
400 Gideon members in Michigan, that 
means that each will have to raise $50 
during the year for the total 20,000 
Bibles. I believe God will give it us.” 


Attack on Missions in India.—The 
Bishop of Dornakel (S. India) states 
that, in one diocese alone, the number 
of those asking for admission to the 
Christian Church has risen to over a 
million. Hundreds of villages are asking 
for instruction. These movements seem 
to have excited the envy of Rome. The 
clipsheet of World Dominion reports, 
“From every part of India a concerted 
attack by Roman Catholics on the ad- 
herents of Protestant missions. Ap- 
parently instructions have been given to 
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abandon, for the moment, efforts to 
reach non-Christians and to concentrate 
on Protestants.” 


_ Archeology has to do with the dead 
past: missions with the eternally living 
future. The November number of Asia 
printed an article on “Fukien, China, 
Rich New Field For Archeology.” It is 
by Malcolm Farley of the Fukien Chris- 
tian University, who “during an ex- 
tremely busy life as a missionary, with 
full-time schedule of teaching in the de- 
partment of English and European liter- 
ature,” has devoted his spare time to 
archeological discovery. His paper is a 
learned dissertation on pottery and city 
dumps and Chinese ceramic history. One 
rubs one’s eyes in amazement. Is this 
missions? Are there missionaries so 
wholly devoted to unmissionary work? 
And is it to such activities that the 
Christian public contributes? Mr. Far- 
ley pays his acknowledgments to the 
Harvard-Yenching Institute, the Amer- 
ican Council of Learned Societies, the 
American Philosophical Society, and the 
Department of Anthropology of Field 
Museum, Chicago. But what have such 
bodies to do with the ministry of the 
Word?. 


Bishop Ivan Holt, in a missionary 
meeting in 1936, said that the message 
of the China Inland Mission could not 
reach “modern China.” But can’t it? 
Miss Ruth Nowack of the C. I. M. in 
Anhwei province writes: 

“The great problem is not where 
to go, but where to go first, in evan- 
gelistic work. In the little town of 
Newmarket the church had been built 
up by a woman named Mrs. Tong, 
a poor beggar woman suffering from 
dropsy, who had been saved, healed 
of her dropsy, filled with the Spirit, and 
given the gift of healing—all in a few 
days time. She has had some remark- 
able answers to‘ prayer and the blind, 
the dumb, the demon-possessed are some 
of the various people I saw who testified 
to being healed. In all she has led sixty 
families to the Lord in that little place. 
The people are very poor, but they have 
built their own chapel and serve a free 
meal to all who come from distant vil- 
lages.” 


Every Tongue and Every Tribe.—Five 
hundred Kooboos of South Sumatra have 
recently found Christ through the min- 
istry of, the Rev. Hubert Mitchell. They 
have been among the most degraded 
tribes-people in the world. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dale worked in Tampico, 
Mexico, thirty years. Then came the 
Red Revolution and their church was 
closed. So at the age of sixty, after 
asking God’s guidance and being told to 
go to the Indians, they started afresh 
in the mountains of St. Louis Potosi. 
There was not a single church there. 
After ten years there are now over a 
hundred ! 


At a time when the air is full of death 
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it is good to learn of a seaplane on a 
mission of life, namely the one which 
has been sent to bring missions to the 
mountainous population of Papua. The 
ten days to two weeks trek from the 
coast to Wissel Lakes can now be flown 
in twenty minutes, The plane will also 
be used in Borneo to facilitate travel 
into the interior. 

The island of Aruba in Dutch Guiana 
has been entered by a group of Meth- 
odists, who have been given a site for 
a church. 

Gospel addresses in French are broad- 
cast every Saturday evening in Tunis. 

The New Testament is being trans- 





The New Birth at the 
World’s Fair 


The Gideons had a Bible Booth 
at the World’s Fair in New York 
and report conversations with 
visitors. Some are, to mix one’s 
metaphor, illuminating in the evi- 
dence they give of spiritual dark- 
ness. Thus: 


“I never before heard of the new 
birth you talk about. I am a mem- 
ber in good standing of the 
Church, officer in the Sunday school, 
and soloist in the choir. Isn’t that 
enough?” 

Again: “The church I belong to 
isn’t the least modern. It’s old and 
conservative, and we don’t go in for 
the new birth or other new-fangled 
things.” 

Again: “I have been achurchelder 
for thirty-six years. My wife is as 
active in the church as I am, and so 
are all our children. But it would 
be sheer presumption on my part to 
declare that any of us had ever been 
born again.” 


And finally: “No, the church I’m 
a member of never mentions the 
new birth. We feel that when one 
keeps the Ten Commandments, the 
Sermon on the Mount, and the 
Golden Rule, that’s all that is 
required.” 




















lated into the various Indian tongues of 
Guatemala with a Spanish translation 
in parallel. It will bring the .Gospel 
to more than a million Indians. 

The great seaboard of Burma, grave 
of Christian missionaries for half a cen- 
tury, and abandoned by Christian effort, 
has now been entered by nine British 
missionaries of the Bible Churchmen’s 
Missionary Society with a number of 
Lushai evangelists. This Arakan coast 
is one of the most inaccessible and un- 
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healthy on earth. “It is good to be able 
to anchor in midstream after a hard day 
in the villages and not have to look up 
a place to sleep.” The three motor boats, 
with clean cabin and plenty of fresh 
air, make all the difference. 

Dr. French Oliver has been holding 
evangelistic services in Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpir, Penang, and other large cities. 
Crowds gather at open-air meetings and 
in the Gospel tent which seats a thou- 
sand. It is hoped to enter Southern 
Siam also. Dr. Oliver and Dr. John 
Sung are to evangelize the Celebes in 
the Dutch East Indies. 


The German delegation at the Tam- 
baran Mission Conference took formal 
exception to certain American opinions 
in the conference report: 

“In the Apostles’ Creed we together 
confessed that Christ will come again 
to judge the quick and the dead. In 
spite of historical changes and shiftings 
of opinions since the apostolic age, we 
still believe with the Scriptures that the 
Kingdom of God will be brought in by 
a creative act of God. ... In this age 
our. life is hid with Christ in God. We 
live in this world as citizens of two 
orders differing altogether from each 
other, and shall so continue until Christ 
appear in his power and glory. 

“The Church of Christ stands between 
the times of God, who once sent the Sav- 
iour and will send him again. It is an 
interim organization. It cannot pass by 
the sufferings of the world. It must heal 
the sick and comfort the oppressed, it 
must oppose injustice and social evil, 
it must quicken consciences, and in gen- 
eral act as the salt and light of the 
world. But since its existence is a 
temporary one between two eras, it has 
no social program to realize leading up 
to-a new world order. Its mission is 
not to create a Christian state. While it 
gives its testimony in word and deed, it 
announces the Lord’s death until He 
come.” ‘ 


Rome and Russia.—An interview has 
been reported between the Lithuanian 
Romanist Bishop Boulis and the Russian 
Bishop Eleutheria to discuss ultimate 
relations between Eastern and Western 
churches. This is the first time in cen- 
turies that such a meeting has taken 
place. Bishop Boulis, in order to em- 
phasize the solicitude of the Vatican for 
the Russian Church, mentioned the offer 
to assist the Russian Bishop Antoine 
financially when he was in exile. Boulis 
also spoke of the proposals which the 
papacy made to the Soviet Government 
for the restoration of the church prop- 
erty of the Russian church, “the Vatican 
being assured of support from American 
sources which would guarantee the 
finance required.” 

Bishop Eleutheria (whose name means 
appropriately “freedom”) replied that 
questions of belief were alone the de- 
termining thing. When Bishop Boulis 
suggested a joint campaign against athe- 
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ism, Eleutheria declared that the athe- 
istic movement in Russia was no longer 
a great danger in Russia in view of the 
very remarkable religious movement 
which was going forward in that land. 
Further, two churches which could not 
agree as to their beliefs could not engage 
in a common fight against atheism. “The 
Russian church would strive with the 
help of Jesus Christ alone, for he was 
fighting for them.” 

In this connection it should be remem- 
bered that at the Paris World Fair in 
1937 the Papal Pavilion was built with 
the bulb-shaped cupola of an Eastern 
Orthodox Church, as if to suggest the 
hoped-for incorporation by Rome of the 
Eastern Churches. It may also be added 
that although the Exhibition authorities 
ruled that no building should be higher 
than the Trocadéro, “the Church,” by 
its peculiar methods, succeeded in build- 
ing a few meters higher. By this it 
soared above all earthly powers repre- 
sented at the Exposition. But this hardly 
brought it nearer Heaven. 


Evangelistic Notes——Miss Grace Free- 
man, the granddaughter of a rabbi, has 
begun work under the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church among the Jews of 
Washington, D. C. She finds open minds 
and listening ears. 

The Gideons are now placing Bibles 
in public schools as well as in hotels. 
During the year past most of the 7,373 
Bibles given by the Minnesota Gideons 
were in public schools. On request of 
the city of Pasadena 900 Bibles were 
recently placed in Pasadena schools. In 
April, 1939, 400 Gideon Bibles were dis- 
tributed to the various schools of At- 
lanta. The governor and state board 
of education have opened the way for 
putting Bibles in schools throughout the 
State of Georgia. 

Frank Bass of the Northwestern Bible 
Training School sent 300 students into 
Minnesota and Wisconsin to instruct in 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools. He says 
there are forty classes in child evangel- 
ism in Minneapolis. Denver reports 55 
classes; Flint, Mich., 70; Chicago, 180; 
Memphis, 10; Detroit, 85; Texas, 119 in 
13 cities; and Kansas City, 100. It is 
hoped ultimately to organize a children’s 
home Bible class in every neighborhood 
having sixty children. In each neighbor- 
hood a Christian home is secured as a 
meeting place, and grade school children 
are gathered, coming after school hours. 
Children are spoken to on the street 
and at play. There is no meeting or 


singing, but Christ and his salvation are 
presented, and thousands of children are 
being won in this way. 

The Presbyterian Survey tells of the 
great ministry of Mrs. Mary Martin in 


Wise County, Va. After raising a fine 
Christian family she worked for sevéen- 
teen years in this needy, mountainous 
coal-mining region, walking from place 
to place and using schoolhouses and 
abandoned buildings for meetings. After 
seven years of hard labor she completed 
her first chapel, Bethany, at a cost of 
$831. Her second chapel came in 1931, 
and was named Mt. Olivet; the third, 
Bull Run, in 1932. These three, with 
another reclaimed church, have been 
federated into a single church. In all 
of them Sunday schools were held regu- 
larly each Sunday with Mrs. . Martin 
teaching. In each is a Christian En- 
deavor Society. The Virginia Iron, Coke 
and Coal Company has provided a little 
house for Mrs. Martin’s residence. 


The Biederwolf Leper Home, Soon- 
chun, Korea, was named after the be- 
loved evangelist, recently taken Home. 
It shelters 725 lepers who have been 
gathered out of indescribable misery. In 
the last annual Bible institute, 63 lepers 
took the three-weeks’ course. Many of 
them compare favorably with American 
seminary students, and in one direction 
outdistance them. The course was closed 
with a Bible Memory Exhibit. One 
man offered to repeat any chapter in 
Matthew. “Dr. Knox called for the 
twenty-first chapter. It was repeated 
like a shot. Only a few years previously 
this man was driven from his island 
home because the whole population 
could no longer endure his vile condi- 
tion.” 

Dr. Unger writes in the Presbyterian 
Survey: “I timed some of the reciters. 
They gave Matthew in an hour and 
forty-five minutes, the Revelation in one 
hour. We have four blind men who have 
learned to memorize by listening to 
others. They can recite ten hours on 
the stretch. Others count only the books 
they know, not single chapters, —as one 
who knows Matthew, Mark, Romans, 
First Peter, First and Second John, and 
the Revelation. He can recite seven 
hours. They often sing these books, 
swinging from side to side as they sit 
on the floor, and in an effortless fashion 
pass chapter after chapter without a 
mistake.” 


The American Baptist Leper Colonies 
of Kentung State, Northern Burma, were 
started in 1939 with a little group of five 
lepers in one colony. After ten years 
the number of colonies has grown from 
one to nine, and of inmates to 935. The 
American Mission to Lepers helps sub- 
stantially, and some help comes from 
the state. There is extensive rice culti- 
vation, and all the colonies have their 
own kitchen gardens. The lepers are 
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taught to read, and two-thirds of the 
inmates are now Christians. The work 
is in charge of the Messrs. Raymond 
and Richard Buker. 


Brief Notes.—Prof. Lamont of Edin- 
burgh calls attention to the fact that five 
recent presidents of the Royal Society 
(the chief British scientific society) have 
been believers in the fuhdamental doc- 
trines of the Bible. 


M. Roger Mehl of Strasbourg, France, 
said at the Amsterdam Worid Confer- 
ence that circles exist in his neighbor- 
hood in which Roman Catholics and 
Protestants study the Bible together. 


The Postal Sunday School Movement 
of Australia has brought thousands of 
Bibles and New Testaments to children 
of settlers in the remote back country. 
Over 11,000 scholars are now enrolled 
in the Bible correspondence courses and 
send in admirable answers to Bible ques- 
tions. 


A Mexican convert, Brother Ochoa, -is 
head of a Bible class in San Quentin 
prison and leader of the Mexican church 
in the prison.. He is called “the St. 
Paul of San Quentin.” He has won and 
trained many young men in the Chris- 
tian life, among them one who is now 
a traveling evangelist in Texas and Cali- 
fornia. 


Forty-one prisoners were recently bap- 
tized in a baptismal service in Peking. 
They are incarcerated in a model prison. 
This fruit is the result of prison evan- 
gelism by the Oriental Missionary So- 
ciety. 


“World Christianity,” the organ of the 
Rockefeller “Re-thinking Missions” out- 
fit, has suspended publication for lack 
of financial support,—one more illus- 
tration of the inability of Modernism to 
do anything of itself and without the 
support of evangelical foundations and 
endowments. 


The Augustinian monastery in Erfurt, 
where Luther was at one time a monk, 
is being restored as a memorial to the 
Reformer. The Luther cell is again in 
its original form and furnishing, and 
other cells constitute a museum of 
Lutheran and Reformation memorials. 


The Mohawk Indians who work on 
skyscraper construction in Brooklyn are 
Christian men. When they left in fif- 
teen cars for their last summer vacation 
on the Caughnawaga Reservation near 
Montreal, they took with them 200 copies 
of the newly translated Mohawk hymnal. 


The Belgian Gospel Mission is to be 
congratulated on its new missionaries 
to the Congo, a married couple who were 
converted through its ministry, and 
whose equipment and passage have 
largely been contributed by members of 
the mission churches. Several years ago 
the daughter of an elder of the Antwerp 
church also answered the call to the 
Congo. 











—— 

















Lesson for April 21 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





~S 








LESSON 3. APRIL 21. MICAH’S VISION OF PEACEONCo stu 
International Uniform Lesson.—Book of Micah ; printed text, Micah 4:1-5,5:2-5a@ CSTON, M 


Golden Text.—Avnd they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into Seetnghockn: nation shall not lift up 
a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.—Micah 4: 3 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-5a 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mic. 4:1 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lorp shall be established in the top 
‘of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and 
people shall flow unto it. 

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lorp, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word 
of the Lorp from Jerusalem. 

3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his 
fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the 
Lorp of hosts hath spoken it. 

5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, 
and we will walk in the name of the Lorp our God for ever and 
ever. 


5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. 

3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mic. 4:1 But in the latter days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of Jehovah’s house shall be established ‘on the top of 
the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and peo- 
ples shall flow unto it. 2 And many nations shall go and say, 
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, and to 
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth 
2the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem; 3 and he 
will judge * between *many peoples, and will decide concerning 
strong nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword, against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. 4 But they shall sit every man /under his vine and 
under his fig-tree; and none shall make ‘them afraid: for the 
mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath spoken it. 5 For all the peoples 
walk every one in the name of his god; and we will walk in the 
name of Jehovah our God for ever and ever. 


5:2 But thau, Bethlehem Ephrathah, which art little to be 
among the *thousands of Judah, out of thee shall one come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
are from of old, *from everlasting. 3 Therefore will he give 
them up, until the time that she who travaileth hath brought 
forth: then the residue of his brethren shall return 7 unto the 
children of Israel. 4 And he shall stand, and shall feed his flock 
in the strength of Jehovah, in the majesty of the name of Jeho- 
vah his God: and they shall abide; for now shall he be great 
unto the ends of the earth. 5 And this man shall be our peace. 











which travaileth hath brought forth: 


5 And this man shall be the peace. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.Q. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


O MICAH, as to all the seers of 
T tte old Testament, the era of uni- 

versal peace was still in the future 
and was linked up with the coming 
and reign of the Branch of Jehovah 
(Isa. 4:2), who was destined to be born 
in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2), but would be 
rejected when he came the first time 
and presented himself as the appointed 
ruler in Israel. Because of this, the 
earthly people were to pass through a 
long period of affliction, which will come 
to an end only when the promised Re- 
deemer shall appear the second time 
to bring in the long-predicted Kingdom 
of peace founded upon righteousness. 
Thus far, everything has moved along 
in’ exact accord with the sure word of 
prophecy, and we may be certain that 
the vision of a warless world and of 
Christ’s righteous reign is not a mere 
idle dream, but is as certain of fulfill- 
ment as the predictions of judgment 
which have been carried out to the let- 
ter through the long centuries of Is- 
rael’s dispersion and some of which are 


then the remnant of his 
brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 

4 And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lorp, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lorp his God; and they shall 
abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 


5 Or, families. 
with. 


1Or, at the head. 2Or, instruction. 


See Judges 6:15. 


The American Standard Version, 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, 


%Or, among. ‘Or, great. 
*Or, from ancient days. 7 Or, 


and the International Uniform 
are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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even now taking place before our own 
eyes. 

Until our Lord’s return there can never 
be settled peace among the nations in 
spite of all man’s best and well-meant 
efforts, for he has declared that until 
the end of this age there will be wars 
and rumors of wars, nation rising against 
nation, ‘and kingdom against kingdom 
(Matt. 24:6, 7). In Ezekiel 21:27 God 
says, “I will overturn, overturn, over- 
turn, it: and it shall be no more, until 
he come whose right it is; and I will 
give it him.” This refers, as the con- 
text shows, to the first dominion which 
God has promised to Israel as his rep- 
resentative people on the earth. The 
Jew is, therefore, the key to the pro- 
phetic plan. Till the covenant people 
are restored to God and their land, con- 
fusion will prevail among the nations. 


The Historical Setting 


Micah is another of that famous group 
of divinely-inspired leaders who flour- 
ished in Judah in the days of Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah. This was approxi- 
mately seven. hundred years before 
Christ. His ministry seems to have been 
confined to the southern kingdom, 
though he makes a number of predic- 
tions concerning Israel as well as Judah. 





Verse by Verse 


Mic. 4:1.—“In the last days.” This is 
a prophetic formula that refers to the 
climax of God’s dealings with Israel and 
the earth when Messiah’s kingdom will 
be set up in the world. “The mountain 
of the house of the Lord” is the kingdom 
itself, which will bear rule over all the 
earth. All nations shall acknowledge the 
sovereignty of our God and his Christ 
(1 Tim. 6:15). 

Verse 2.—“The law shall go forth of 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.” It is a mistake to_spiritual- 
ize these names. Zion and Jerusalem 
are to be taken literally. When Jesus 
reigns as king on Mount Zion, he will 
rule the nations in righteousness (Psa. 
2:4-9). Then men will “go up to the 
mountain of the Lord” to worship at his 
call. 


Verse 3.—“They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks.” In that day nations will 
not need to defend themselves against 
other powers. That which is now char- 
acteristic (Joel 3:10) will be exactly 
reversed. When Satan is bound (Rev. 
20:1-3) and God’s Kingdom is set up 
in power, men shall learn war no more. 


Verse 4—“None shall make them 
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afraid.” Poverty will be banished in 
that glorious time, when each one shall 
possess his own home and no one will 
tyrannize over another or seek to de- 
prive his neighbor of his inheritance. 
“The mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it” and we may be certain his 
Word will be fulfilled and all the earth 
be subject to Christ’s benevolent, ye 
righteous sway. s 

Verse 5.—“We will walk in the name 
of the Lord our God for ever and ever.” 
In times past, and even at the present 
time, the nations serve their own gods 
and follow their own ambitions, but in 
that day all will know the Lord (Jer. 
31:34) and will walk in obedience to his 
holy will. 


Chap. 5:2.—“‘Bethlehem, Ephratah.” 
The exact place where Christ was born 
was foretold seven centuries before the 
incarnation. From that city he came 
who is destined “to be ruler in Israel.” 
This has not yet been fulfilled, but it 
is as certain to take place as that he 
was born as indicated. . That he is God 
and man in one person is made clear 
when we are told that his “goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlast- 
ing.” The babe of Bethlehem was Im- 
manuel—God with us (Isa. 7:14). 

Verse 3.—He “will give them up, until 
the time that she which travaileth hath 
brought forth.” Rejected when he came 
in lowly grace, he has returned to 
Heaven, and the earthly people have 
been dispersed among the Gentiles. But 
after the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 
30:7), as a result of their travail of soul, 
they will recognize in the One their 
fathers rejected, God’s anointed King. 

Verse 4.—“He shall stand and feed in 
the strength of the Lord.” The ideal 
king is the shepherd of the flock. Jesus 
is the Shepherd of Israel (Psa. 80:1), 
who will tenderly care for the sheep and 
lambs (Isa. 40:11). Everywhere men 
will learn to put their trust in him and 
he shall “be great unto the ends of the 
earth.” His will be a universal kingdom. 


Verse 5.—“This man shall be the 
peace.” His presence and power will 
bring all strife to an end. He himself 
will be the peace of the world. Today 
all who trust him can say, “He is our 
peace” (Eph. 2:14). In that day all 
mankind will recognize him as the 
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


War is the result of the distrust and 
jealousies that prevail among the nations 
and all of these are but expressions of 
the sinfulness of men’s hearts. Until all 
this is curbed, there can be no lasting 
peace for mankind. Men may try to 
bring about universal peace by treaties 
and covenants, but as long as sin rules 
in their hearts their efforts will only end 
in disappointment and heart-rending 
strife. Only when the Lord Jesus Christ 
asserts his power, at his second coming, 
will the kingdoms of this world become 
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Lesson Calendar 
The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


April 21.—Micah’s Vision of Peace . Micah 
April 28.—Isaiah Comforts an Afflicted 
People : ‘ . Isaiah 40 
May 5.—Isaiah Gives God’s Invitation. 
Isaiah 55 
May 12.—Habakkuk’s Faith ..... Habakkuk 
May 19.—Jeremiah Denounces False 
Prophets .. ..*........JSeremiah 23 
8. May 26.—Jeremiah Announces the 
9. 


32> 2 pS 


New Covenant . ....... Jeremiah 31 

. June 2.—Testing Conduct by Its Use- 

fulness (A Principle of Temperate 

Living). Ezekiel 15:1-6; Matthew 
5:13-16; 7:16-20; 1 Corinthians 10:6, 7 

10. June 9.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Re- 
sponsibility Ezekiel 33:1-20 

11. June 16.—Haggai Urges the Building 
GE GeR's, THOURO oi ns cewccccces ... Haggai 








the Kingdom of our Lord and his Christ 
(Rev. 11:15). Then all the glorious pre- 
dictions of the prophets will be literally 
fulfilled and wars will cease out of the 
earth, for everywhere men will own the 
authority of him who alone can carry 
out the divine program. So long as he 
is rejected, there must be conflicts and 
misunderstandings among the nations, 
but when he comes to reign as King 
of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16), 
God’s will shall be done on earth as 
it is done in Heaven (Matt. 6:10). 


A Lesson Outline 
THE MESSAGE OF MICAH 

A call to repentance (chaps. 1 to 3) 

When the King reigns in Zion (chap. 
4) 

Messiah’s two advents (chap. 5:1-7) 

Israel’s condition during the present 
age (chap. 5:8 to 7:6) 

The hope of Christ’s return (chap. 7: 
7-20) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A Twofold Prophecy. The promise of 
the coming Kingdom, as set forth in 
Micah 4:1-5, is almost an exaot repetition 
of that which is recorded in Isaiah 2: 
2-5. This does not necessarily imply 
that one of these prophets copied from 
the other, but it does show that one 
Spirit spoke through them both. “Holy 
men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21) and he 
gave to each of these prophets practi- 
cally the same message, thus emphasiz- 
ing for us the certainty of God’s plan 
for blessing in this world. 


Israel’s Travail Throes. It is interest- 
ing to note that Christ was born before 
Israel’s birth pangs, as clearly predicted 
in Isaiah 66:7. But He is not yet born 
to, or revealed in, her consciousness. It 
will be after the travail pains of the 
great tribulation that she will bring 
forth the Man Child (in her own con- 
sciousness) who is destined to rule all 
nations with the iron rod of inflexible 
righteousness (Rev. 12:1-5; Mic. 5:3). 
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Then Isracl shall rejoice in him who is 
her own Son after the flesh (Rom. 9:5). 


Spiritualizing Interpretations. The 
plain sense of the prophetic Scriptures 
is lost sight of when we fail to recog-’ 
nize to and of what people God is speak- 
ing. No one questions the applications 
of the passages that depict. the fallen 
condition of Israel and the judgments 
that fell upon them because of their sins. 
What possible excuse can be given for 
endeavoring to explain those messages 
from the same prophets which speak of 
the future blessing of Israel, as refer- 
ring to the church? Take the one class 
as literally as the other and all is clear. ° 


Applications and Summaries 


Men talk of the era of brotherhood, 
but there cannot be brotherhood without 
brothers. It is by regeneration that 
men become »rethren. 


So fong as Christ is rejected and his 
principles repudiated, treaties will be 
broken and covenants violated. 


When Jesus presented himself as 
earth’s rightful ruler, men rejected him 
saying, “We have no king but Cesar,” 
and they have suffered under the Cesars 
ever since. 


It is not by the preaching of the Gos- 
pel that universal peace will be brought 
in, but by the assertion of divine author- 
ity when Christ returns to reign. 


Wherever Christ is received now by 
faith, his peace is imparted to the soul; 
but so long as the majority of men re- 
fuse allegiance to him, there can be no 
peace for the world at large. 


He who believes the prophetic Word is 
not a pessimist, though he realizes that 
righteousness will not triumph in this 
present evil age; but he is a true opti- 
mist, for he knows that in God’s ap- 
pointed time the Lord Jesus will return 
to destroy iniquity and establish justice 
and peace in all the world. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT other prophet makes the same 
predictions as Micah concerning a war- 
less. world? 


2. What is. meant by “the last days” as 
used in the Old Testament prophecies? 


3. When will the law go forth from Mount 
Zion? 


4. Does Micah 4:3 contradict Joel 3:10? 


5. Will the promise that.men shall learn 
war no more be fulfilled in this age? 


6. What unfilled prediction is made in 
Micah 5:2? 


7. Will this ever come to pass; if so, when? 


8. In what way is the deity of Christ set 
forth in Micah 5:2? 


9. What must Israel pass through ere 
they recognize Jesus Christ as their King? 


10. In what sense will “this man .. ..be 
the peace’? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 286 of this issue. 








Lesson for April 21 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The. full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


’ Something Better than Funerals.—And 


they shall beat their swords into plow- - 


shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more (Golden Text). Major 
Vernon Bartlett, M.P., offered a “peace 
formula” to the House of Commons: “We 
shall not be able to enjoy ourselves un- 
til Franco’s widow tells Stalin on his 
death-bed that Hitler has been assassin- 
ated at Mussolini’s funeral.” Such a 
circumstance might bring temporary re- 
lief; but the disease is in the whole body 
of society, not merely in the head. When 
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these wicked leaders pass on, others 
will take their places, until the King 
of Righteousness comes to take personal 
charge!—From the Christian Readers 
Digest. Sent by La Vern Loewens, Mt. 
Lake, Minn. 


Two Different Methods.—Nation shall 
not lift up a sword against nation 
(Golden Text). When the British sol- 
diers, armed with the Martini-Henry 
rifles, went to fight the Zulus in 1879, 
Pusch had a paragraph to this effect: 
“Britain’s messenger to the heathen — 
1809, Henry Martyn; 1879, Martini- 
Henry.”—From Alexander Smellie. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Ont. 


The “Spoils” of War.—Nation shall not 
lift up a sword against nation (Golden 
Text). 

When, after many battles past, 

Both, tired with blows, make veace at iast, 

What is it, after all, the people get? 

Why! Taxes, widows, wooden legs and 

debt. 
—From the Pathfinder. 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Star, Sickle, and Hammer.—And he 
shall judge among many people, and 
rebuke strong nations afar off (Mic. 4: 
3a). The Bolshevists are now attacking 


Sent by Emma 








E'Che seve fount no rest 


4 for the sole of her foot.” § 





HAVE WE ENTERED THE ROARIN 


*''The wicked are like the troubled sea, 
\ when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
ri mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my 
God,to the wicked” tsaiok 57:20,91. 


G FORTIES’? 
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Christ in the graveyards of Russia. No 
more gravestones with crosses or Scrip- 
ture texts are to be allowed: only those 
with sickle and hammer, or with the 
star of Soviet Russia. All religious cere- 
monies at funerals are forbidden. Well, 
there is another star, the Bright and 
Morning Star. When he arises he will 
take charge of the places where Chris- 
tians sleep and call his own forth to vic- 
tory. And there’s another sickle, that 
in the hand of the Son of man, where- 
with the earth is to be reaped (Rev. 14: 
16). And there is another hammer, a 
rod of iron with which the nations, as 
the vessels of a potter, shall be broken 
to shivers (Rev. 2:27).—From editorial 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass.; and Mrs. 
Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


The gods, or God?—For all the peoples 
walk every one in the name of his 
god; and we will walk in the name of 
Jehovah our God for ever and ever 
(v. 5, R. V.). Two little Japanese girls 
of Tokyo were comparing experiences 
after the earthquake. One had gone 
with her parents to the Buddhist temple 
where immense throngs, silent and hope- 
less, had passed before the idols. “Our 
parents just looked at the gods and 
scowled,” said the child. The other 
little girl had attended a service held 
by a Christian missionary. “Our peo- 
ple looked up to God and sang,” she 
replied. The missionary had read He- 
brews 12:26, 27: “Whose voice then 
shook the earth.” Then the people 
joined with him in singing: 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 

Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent 
Word. 
Then with good courage the people 
turned to the task of rebuilding their 
homes, and thereby put new hope into 
all with whom they came in contact.— 
From the Youth’s Companion. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 7 


Annihilated?—They shall abide (5:4). 
I was looking at an inscription in the 
Museum in Cairo. In this museum there 
is a stone about ten or twelve feet high, 
and five to six feet wide, made of black 
granite, polished on both sides, with an 
inscription on one side made in the days 
of the son of Rameses II. That carries 
us back about 1,400 years B. C., and on 
the stone, Pharaoh, in a very proud way 
and in poetical phrases, relates his vic- 
tories. The inscription ends with these 
words: “Israel is annihilated; Israel will 
have no posterity.” But that proud 
Pharaoh did not know Jehovah, and did 
not know that the everlasting command 
of Jehovah was that his people were to 
remain and to be his witnesses through- 
out the ages; witnesses, as we know, of 
his sovereignty, and witnesses also of 
his mercy.—From the Rev. C. F. W. Flad, 
London Jews Society, in the Jewish Era. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we come to thee with great concern in our 
hearts because of the world conditions in 
which we live. So many problems surround 
us that we do not always see the path clearly, 
and we greatly desire to understand thy will 
for us, even when there is no peace across 
the world. We thank thee that there is a 
peace which passeth all understanding, and 
which is nevertheless to be accepted, and to 
be a part of the hidden life of every one of 
us who trusts in thee. The Kingdom of the 
Messiah is one day to be peaceful, and filled 
with prosperity, and the name of the Lord 
our God will direct and surround our path. 
For every land in which war is not today 
gripping the hearts of the people, we thank 
thee. We thank thee for the lessons of cour- 
age and faithfulness that emerge from the lives 
of thy people wherever they are in these dis- 
tressing days. Help us so to live that we shall 
not contribute to the turmoil, but may do our 
part to comfort and steady one another. In 
the name of the Lord Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—This lesson today 
looks forward to the peace that shall be 
in the future Kingdom of the Messiah. 
This is not the peace for which so many 
are hoping and praying in these confus- 
ing days. Wars will continue, not every 
war, but war itself will continue as long 
as the heart of man is unruly, and gov- 
erned by selfishness. Dr. Burrell once 
put it very keenly when he said, “War 
is not a skin disease, it is a heart dis- 
ease.” Changed hearts go before changed 
policies. There will be a time when 
“they shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks,” but that is not the way just at 
this time with the human heart. How 
needful it is that we should be at peace 
‘within, especially when there is disturb- 
ance and war without! “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on thee, because he trusteth in 
thee.” Let us remember that hearten- 
ing word when the headlines stare at us 
from the newspapers, and men’s hearts 
are failing them for fear. Let us pray. 





THE FUTURE KINGDOM 


WORDS LOWSHARES 
SPEARS. INTO PRuNING HOOKS 


EVEN NOW PEACE WITHIN 











The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Day in Which We Live.—They 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks (Mic. 
4:3). As I write this lesson here in 
this steel town of Coatesville (summer 
of 1938) our mill men are much inter- 
ested in the mounting price of steel 
scrap. And this advance in cost in the 
dullest times in the steel industry for 
many years! What is the cause of this 
increase in the price of scrap? Japan’s 
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war on China. The “plowshares” and 
the “pruninghooks” of peaceful Amer- 
ica are being beaten into “swords” and 
“spears.” Just the reverse of “Micah’s 
Vision of Peace.” 

You fello who contend the world 
is getting better all the time, and by 
so doing is approaching the millennium, 
might put this scrap iron fact, along 
with some German facts, in your pipe 
and smoke it! 

All the nations in a time of peace, in- 
cluding the U. S. A., are working away 
as hard as they can on armament for 
land and sea and air. 

In the morning paper is the picture 
of the “test flight” of Uncle Sam’s last 
word in “bombers.” It carries 49 tons 
and has a cruising range of 4,000 miles 
and cost $1,000,000. “World is getting 
better !” 

Yes, getting better and bigger air- 
planes, battleships, guns, and other kill- 
ing machines. “In the last days perilous 
times shall come” (2 Tim. 3:1). If you 
do not believe it ask the people of Spain 
and China and the Jews of Germany 
and Palestine. 

There is a great depression on (1938). 
About 10,000,000 out of work. “Sit- 
down” and other strikes, with violence 
and rage, all over the land from coast 
to coast. Fear grips the management of 
business. 

Men are laid off and mark time. The 
banks are so full of funds that money 
goes begging for enterprise. Officials of a 
great steel company I know are buying 
farms, in case —! 

“Gentlemen may cry ‘Peace,’ but there 
is no peace, etc.” 


Peace in Terms of Fruit.—Every man 
under his vine and... fig tree (v. 4). 
The next time you are in the market 
of a large town, and it is late in the 
year, ask the fruit merchant to show 
you the little white seedless grapes. He 
is likely to lift up a bunch as long as 
this page and almost as wide at its top. 
The little “berries” will be so closely 
packed together you feel you could eat 
the bunch like an apple, peach, or pear. 
And say these little grapes are not good! 
One of the socialites of Washington, in 
Prohibition Days, gave a party and made 
a great hit by serving these grapes 
crushed and covered with ginger ale. 

After you have considered a near- 
perfect production of the vine, if you do 
not live in the fig tree country, go to 
your grocer and get a jar of preserved 
figs. (Jer. 24:3.) One of the readers in 
this Corner down in Georgia preserves 
them for'me. Figs don’t grow in Penn- 
sylvania. On special occasions, “com- 
pany for dinner,” out they come from 
the pantry shelf, and the cry goes up, 
“Aren’t they delicious!” 

So from the description of the grapes 
and the figs you will understand how 
Micah is trying to tell us how sweet 
peace can be. Yes, I think the prophet 
consciously, or subconsciously, has this 
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very idea of Iusciousness to which ref- 
erence has been made. Indeed, what 
can be more typical of peace than fruit- 
ful vines and laden fig trees. When the 
German army invaded Belgium and 
France they cut down the fruit trees and 
destroyed the vineyards. As I write 
Japan is doing similar destruction in 
China, when tke Chinese have not done 
their own destroying as they retreated, 
in an attempt to leave the conquered 
land a desert. 


The Future—But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, ... out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel 
(5:2). One of the leading Christian 
statesmen of England said he . was 
changed from unbelief to faith in the 
Lord Jesus by the reading of a book 
called “Keith on Prophecy.” When I 
read that I at once sent and got the 
book. It is a small volume—and as I 
write I do not seem to be able to put 
my hand upon it in my library. 

Here in our lesson today we have a 
prophet hundreds of years before the 
event, telling about it, even to the very 
place our Lord should be born. 

Why any mind should have trouble 
in believing that God can unveil the 
future to one of his servants is more 
than I can understand. 

Have you ever looked into the biog- 
raphy of the wonderful Leonardo da 
Vinci, the artist who painted the famous 
“Last Supper,” and the “Mona Lisa”? 
In da Vinci’s day art and religion went 
hand in hand. That is why young 
Raphael could paint such a “Madonna.” 
If you get the “Life of Leonardo” you 
will be amazed how in the soul of that 
remarkable genius was revealed more 
than one of our modern inventions. It 
is a long call from the Italy of 1500 to 
the America of 1903, yet it was given 
to Leonardo to see in his mind the same 
flying machine that the Wright Brothers 
saw in their minds and brought to sub- 
stance on the sand dunes of Kitty Hawk 
in 1903. And the same “tanks” for war- 
fare. You can see Leonardo’s drawings 
in his biography. 

Jules Verne, in a later century, has 
done the same thing for the submarine. 

But this seeing into the future by 
Leonarda and Verne is not the same sort 
of seeing into the future as was done 
by the prophets. Their vision of the days 
to come was due to the inspiration of 
God. 

I was at a conference the other day. 
I took this matter up with the speaker 
and asked him what we would call this 
faculty of men like Leonardo da Vinci 
and Verne. He replied, “Genius touched 
with imagination.” 

I asked this question in open meeting, 
and after the session I found most of 
the 300 present had written the term 
down on old envelopes, programs, and 
notebooks. It is a name long wanted 
for this Urand of prophecy. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Lesson for April 21 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: What price peace? 
Discussion: Let the fellows name the 
main factors which break down the peace 
of the world — international, national, 
personal. 

Objective: Peace fram the only source 
—the Prince of Peace. 











AY, fellows, if Micah the prophet 

had never made any other but the 
one statement in verse 5 of chapter 5 
of his prophecy —“And this man shall 
be our peace”—with all that that in- 
volves, he would deserve to hold the 
high place he occupies in God’s Word 
among the prophets. For he has pointed 
out that which you and I need more 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








MICAH'S VISION OF PEACE 
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than anything else and that which we 
are continually striving for, consciously 
or unconsciously. And he has told us 
how. to appropriate this priceless boon. 

Satisfactions, contentment, peace of 
mind: these are what we _ want. 
Throughout the ages men have devised 
thousands of ways by which they hoped 
to get peace: wealth, work, sport, travel, 
diversion, achievement in various lines 
of human endeavor, discovery in un- 
penetrated lands and seas or in the 
laboratory, or in the sky, art, music, 
poetry, literature, social prominence, po- 
litical power, science, medicine, and 
what not. All of these, in greater or 
less degree, have afforded some tem- 
porary kinds of satisfaction, but nothing 
permanent. For the most part they have 
been tragically disappointing. Interna- 
tional peace has been sought through 
diplomacy, through councils and leagues, 
even with the final resort to war. As 
for permanence, all these ‘have proved 
unavailing. Peace is simply not manu- 
factured in that way, and it seems that 
through all the centuries mankind has 
failed to learn the lesson. 

Fellows, here is the reason: the hu- 
man heart is so constructed that noth- 
ing the world affords can give it per- 
manent peace. Its satisfying breath can 
come only from the infinite Creator who 
made it and understands it. Your heart, 


*your soul, or whatever you want to 


call it—that part of you which never 
dies, but lives through eternity —has a 
nature which demands the kind of sat- 
isfaction supplied only by him who made 
it. Men may strive until “doomsday,” 
and they will never find it, except 
through Jesus Christ the Creator of all 
things. And the Holy Spirit directed 
Micah to tell the world, “This man shall 
be our peace.” 

You hear much of “peace moves” dur- 
ing these terrible days of almost world- 
wide war. Neutral nations hold coun- 
cils and send representatives to peace 
parleys; leaders of warring nations hold 
conferences; various plans are made or 
patched up, but nothing holds. They 
all seem to have overlooked one abso- 
lutely vital factor: they do not invite 
the Prince of Peace into their councils 
and conferences. Russia and Germany 
are excluding the Prince of Peace, and 
the other nations are not inviting him 
in. There is no prospect of peace, until 
the nations hear and heed the voice of 
Micah who is telling them through God’s 
Word, “This man shall be our peace.” 

But, fellows, there is one thing that 
you and I can do which will insure in 
our own hearts and lives a perfect peace 
—the “peace . - which passeth all 
understanding,” —and that is to make 
sure that Jesus Christ is our own Sav- 
iour. Look at John 1:12 and see how 
simple the process is. Enthrone him as 
King in your hearts — and there will be a 
blessed peace. It will be peace not only 
for you and me, but it will bring us the 
joy of helping other fellows find the 
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same peace, for there is plenty to go 
round. 

If this old sin-cursed, war-torn world 
could just wake up to this truth, then 
indeed would swords be beaten into 
plowshares and spears into pruning 
hooks, and nation would not lift up 
sword against nation, nor war any more. 
The world says this is not “practical,” 
but God says it is, and I will cast my 
lot with God’s wisdom, won’t you? 

SARASOTA, FLA. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To establish a sense of the eter- 
nal value of the individual. 


Activity—For debate: Resolved: That 
the most vital work of Christian people 
is to ‘make the world, starting with 
near-by neighbors, aware of Christ as 
Prince of Peace. Review the Book of 
Micah. 


Memory Verse.—“‘His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace”’ (Isa. 9:6). 











MAN’s VALUE — ETERNAL 


URING a radio broadcast by college 

students on the subject of peace, 
one of the speakers offered, in essence, 
this suggestion: “A primary essential 
in the establishment of peace is a rec- 
ognition of the dignity of the individual.” 
Apply Psalm 8. How drastically man 
has perverted his eternal dignity! 

“Economic inequality is a background 
for war,” we are informed by other 
students of the subject of peace. “A 
more just distributicn of the world’s 
resources would bring about peaceful 
relations between conflicting groups and 
nations.” 

The Book of Micah, our present study, 
declares the value of the individual, 
while it condemns those who “abhor 
judgment, and pervert all equity.” More- 
over, it gives hope for those who eventu- 
ally will enjoy permanent peace and 
security in the Kingdom of Heaven un- 
der the just reign of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

To Micah’s contemporaries God gave 
a question: “Wherein have I wearied 
thee?” (Mic. 6:3.) The world is still 
“weary” of God. Is not this the under- 
lying cause of strife and conflict? 

Secular groups are already realizing 
the major importance of spiritual values. 
A recent White House Conference on 
Children in a Democracy stressed the 
fact that education, one of the prime 
factors in child development, lacks an 
important essential when it lacks the 
cultivation of personal character and in- 
tegrity. Furthermore, they agree that 
such cultivation cannot be realized un- 
less education embraces religious in- 
struction. But here is a most tragic re- 
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minder. Fifty per cent, or more, of 
the nation’s youth receive no formal 
training in any religion, much less any 
training in the knowledge of Christ as 
Saviour and Lord of their lives now 
and eternally. 

And yet a short time ago a certain 
high school auditorium in California was 
filled to capacity for a missionary mes- 
sage. “It was evident that people are 
still interested in things spiritual,” com- 
mented a newspaper editorial. “No 
power exists, nor ever did exist, that is 
comparable to that of religion. A man 
without faith is little more than an ani- 
mal,” 

For stili further encouragement we 
note Germany where “Mein Kampf” is 
required reading, and where the sale 
of the Bible has been highly restricted, 
but where, last year, 200,000 more Bibles 
were sold than copies of the other book. 
The “best seller,” now as formerly, is the 
Word of God. 

Why are such comments regarding 
spiritual awareness so startling? From 
the Word of God, and from statistics we 
learn that those who are sincerely fol- 
lowing the Lord are rare (Rom. 3:10, 
23). Not criminals, not war-lords, not 
grafters, and not those who ignore con- 
vention alone have failed, but ALL, 
you and I, too, “have sinned,” and to- 
gether we live in a world of chaos and 
inharmony. 


THe Way to PEACE 


Our subject for this lesson gives the 
way that will lead us from temporary 
world chaos and strife toward everlast- 
ing harmony. “The Way to Peace” is 
not a man-made formula. It is Christ. 


“He is our peace” (Eph. 2:14). “This 
man shall be our peace” (Mic. 5:5a, 
Rn. ¥.). . 

Consider this viewpoint. A peace of- 


ficer is one who deals with folk who 
are out of harmony with civil law, and 
who endeavors to “keep peace” by quell- 
ing lawlessness. Christ, on Calvary, 
dealt with sinners who were out of 
harmony with God’s law. It is Christ, 
our Peace, who forgives our lawlessness. 
Review a few of the antonyms for 
the word “peace.” We might include 
war, strife, quarrels, discomfort, doubt, 
fear, disquietude, lack of ease. Among 
the following Scripture verses, or others, 
find the remedy for each inharmony 
(Col. 3:13; Mic. 4:3; Phil. 2:3; 4:7; Psa. 
42:5; Jer. 30:5; Isa. 26:3; John 14:27). 
We have said little about the means of 
halting war. Why? Because God has 
pronounced the only panacea: “Nation 
shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more” 
(Mic. 4:3). This will not come to pass 
until God is ready to establish his eter- 
nal Kingdom. Man cannot alter God’s 
program, but as we read our lesson text, 
we are conscious of the perfection and 
desirability of this Kingdom, and in 
faith, and hope, and joy we look ahead. 
What may we anticipate? See Micah 
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4:1-5. No man-made program ‘ever in- 
cluded more! 1. Knowledge (v. 2). 2. 
Lawful conduct (v. 2). 3. Just judg- 
ment (v. 3). 4. Economic éfficiency (v. 
4). 5. International (universal): good- 
will (v. 4). 6. Comfort, security, and 
permanent safety (v. 4). 7. Absolute 
happiness (v. 5). Although the dignity 
of the individual will be maintained, yet 
each individual will be surrendered and 
duly subordinated to the. majesty of 
Heaven’s King. 

Where, though, is our presenht-tense 
hope? 

Guiap News! 

Our Prince of Peace is, today, a fight- 
ing Prince, conquering for us when we 
would fall (Rom. 8:37). His conquests 
revive the personalities and establish the 
dignity of individuals. Meditate on the 
sequence of the first three fruits of the 
Spirit (Gal. 5:22). Love, God’s forgiv- 
ing love, produces joy. Love and joy 
“in the Lord” produce peace, not peace 
“as the world giveth,” but as a gift from 
God. 

Next Sunday we shall analyze the 
word of comfort which Isaiah gave to 
his audiences as he told of peace and 
deliverance from affliction to those who 
must live in a chaotic world. How does 
Isaiah 45:22 bring comfort in discour- 
agement? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

we 


| For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


UR man of today is Micah, also a 

prophet of God, who lived while 
Hosea was alive, and who also-told Is- 
rael of their sin. Isn’t it wonderful how 
God pleaded with Israel, by -sending 
many. messengers to win them back to 
himself? 

Micah is a man we know: nothing 
about, except his message.. We: do not 
know what he did, whether he was a 
farmer or a shepherd or-a merchant. 
We do not know whether he had a 
family. or not. Is it not strange not. to 
know a thing about a person ‘and. yet 
his message is in our Bible, one-of the 
books God put there? After all, who 
we are is not very important, but our 
message is very important, that it shall 
be what God wants us to say. Let us 
think about this when we talk to peo- 
ple, whether we are talking like God’s 
messenger. Sometimes I hear little chil- 
dren: talking, and I can tell by the way 
they talk, whether they know about 
the. Lord Jesus or not. 

The first thing in Micah’s book is tell- 
ing the people that God was going to 
punish them if they did not repent; that 
Samaria and Zion should become: as a 
ruined field. But then Micah looked 
away unto the end.time, a time that is 
yet to come, and he- saw: the time: when 
the Lord -will return- to the: earth, and 
will set up his Kingdom, and will rule 
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the whole earth. He saw a time when 
there will be no more war, when na- 
tions will not learn war, when the 
swords will be made into plowshares, 
and the spears into pruning hooks, when 
we will not need a great army and 
bombing plaries and warships. But that 
day will not core until Christ comes, 
for he is the Prince of Peace, and there 
will not be peace, on earth until he 
comes to be King of the whole earth. 

Many people say the verse that is 
one of our Memory Verses today, but 
they do not know that the time of peace 
will not come until the Prince of Peace 
comes. The verse is Isaiah 9:6, “His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” I won- 
der if you can learn this verse. 

Another very interesting thing is that 
Micah is the prophet to whom God told 
where Christ was to be born. In Micah 
5:2, we read, “But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands cf Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlast- 
ing.” 

You remember in the Christmas story 
when the Wise Men came to Jerusalem 
asking where the King of the Jews was 
to be born, the scribes and Pharisees 
looked in the writings of the prophets 
to see if they could find out the place, 
and they read this verse in Micah, and 
told Herod and the Wise Men he was to 
be born in Bethlehem. 

How wonderful God’s Word is! We 
read in Micah where Jesus is to be born. 
Seven hundred years later Jesus is born 
in Bethlehem, just where God told 
Micah he would be born. Oh, I want 
every one of you to know that God’s 
Word is always true; it can never fail! 
What God says he will do, he always 
does. What he says is coming to pass, 
always happens, just at his time. 

Mopesto, CAuir. 

we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 282) 

1. Isaiah, in chapter 2:2-5. 

2. The last part of the Jewish dispensa- 
tion immediately preceding Christ’s return 
to reign. 

3. When the throne of David is established 
there. 

4. No. Joel refers to the present age and 
Micah to the coming Kingdom. 

5. No; for Jesus has declared there will 
be wars and rumors of wars until the end 
of the age. 

6. That the one born in Bethlehem shall 
be ruler in Israel. 

7.-It will be fulfilled at Christ’s second 
coming. 

8. He is declared to be “from everlast- 
ing.” 

9. The time of travail, or the great tribu- 
lation. 

10..He will be the author of peace and 
will rule the world in righteousness. 








Lesson for April 21 
) 





Children at Home 








The Polite ~Automobile 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


NE time a polite automobile was 

adopted by exactly the kind of fam- 
ily he had hoped would come and take 
him home. The young father of the 
family had chosen the automobile from 
all others that were in Mr. Dealer’s 
Great Garage waiting to be adopted. 
He paid money to Mr. Dealer for 
the care of the automobile in the 
past, and he promised to be good to it. 
Yes, he would feed it with oil and gaso- 
line and give it water to drink. He 
would keep it clean and in good running 
order. 

“And remember,” advised Mr. Dealer, 
“that you must teach your young auto- 
mobile good manners. On city streets 
be sure that it stops when it faces a red 
light. And never allow it to race with 
the trucks of the Fire Department. Al- 
ways request it to stand still and look 
and listen at railway crossings, because 
it is not right for an automobile to dash 
into the path of a swiftly traveling 
gentle locomotive that has the right of 
way.” 

The father and the mother and their 
children laughed with Mr. Dealer; but 
even so, they carefully listened to all 
his advice. So did the automobile. 

“We shall teach our automobile to 
remember the Golden Rule,” said the 
mother as the family waved a gay good- 
by to Mr. Dealer. 

Then slowly the polite automobile left 
the Great Garage. Slowly he went roll- 
ing into the city street. He was dressed 
in a bright new blue suit. His face was 
clean, and his eyes were shining. His 
voice, when he said “Toooo-too-toot,” 
was low and musical. 

On and on through the city went the 
polite automobile, on and on until he 
reached a corner near a _ schoolhouse 
where children were waiting to cross 
the street. 

“Red light, Mr. Automobile,” sang out 
a small boy. “That means for you to 
wait, if you please, and let us cross the 
street.” 

The polite automobile stopped and he 
would not make a sound nor start until 
the little children were safely over the 
street and the red light had turned to 
green. 

After that the polite automobile al- 
ways stopped when he faced a red light. 
He was so polite that he would not say 
“Toot — toot” when a sour looking little 
old man just poked along on a cross- 
ing and shook his cane in his face after 
the red light had turned to green and 
other automobiles shouted, “HONK — 
HONK!” He stood still and let the Fire 
Department trucks go shrieking by, and 
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he was polite to an ambulance on its 
way to the hospital. 

At last when the city was far behind 
and the polite automobile was‘ rolling 
along over a paved highway, the. father 
of the family said to him, 

“You are a good automobile. You be- 
have perfectly. Perhaps you would like 
to know where we are bound for? 
You are on your way to our summer 
cabin away up north in the wilderness 
on the Lake Michigan shore. And do 
please be careful, sir, for now we are 
leaving the highway and turning off on 
a country road.” 

The polite automobile was careful. He 
went gently over bumps. He remem- 
bered that Mr. Dealer had told him to 
travel only so many miles an hour until 
he grew older. He knew that he was 
strong and powerful and could go like 
the wind, over the bumps and through 
the dust;. but always he was too kind 
and polite to be rude. When he saw a 
funny looking old horse driven by a 
funny looking man in a funny looking old 
buggy, he went more and more slowly 
and gently so as not to scare the horse 
and the driver. The horse bowed to 
him and looked ever so friendly, when 
he passed. 

A few miles more and two cows 
walked into the middle of the road and 
said, “Ma-aw! Ma-aw!” at him. The 
polite automobile answered softly, 
“Tooot — toooot,” and then stopped. He 
had to stop or hit the cows. Slowly they 
crossed from their pasture to-.the barn 
at the side of the road, and did not say, 
“We thank you!” However, the polite 
automobile knew that cows give milk 
for little children, for he heard the fam- 
ily talk about it, and he was glad that 
no harm had come to them. 

Not long after that three old hens 
dashed into the road and said, “Cut-cut- 
cut” at him. Then they ran this way 
and that with their legs sticking out 
in straight lines, and behaved crazily. 
The polite automobile had to stand still 
until those hens crossed the road or he 
might have run over one and killed it. 
And hens lay eggs for little children, so 
he heard the family say as they laughed 
and talked until the road was clear. 

After a few more miles an old gander 
stepped into the road, and behind him 
walked his gosling family one behind 
another, with Mother Goose at the end 
of the procession. Of course the polite 
automobile stopped and let the goose 
family cross from one side of the road 
to the other. But instead of saying, “I 
thank you,” the old gander hissed at 
him: “Hisss—hiss—hissss!” like that. 
Even so, as the family told him, geese 
give soft feathers for little children’s 
pillows. 

A few miles more, and on the road 
ahead the automobile saw a man com- 
ing with a flock of sheep. The polite 
automobile tried to give them more than 
half the road, but one of the sheep 
jumped aside and began to walk into 
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the path of the automobile. One after 
another all of the sheep followed the 
leader, and the man who was with them 
had to follow, too. The polite auto- 
mobile stood still until the long line of 
sheep had passed almost under his very 
nose. And there they were, baa-baa- 
ing at him. After all, so said the laugh- 
ing family, if it were not for sheep, 
little children would have no wool 
sweaters to wear, nor wool blankets for 
their beds. 

But the gayest laughing time on that 
country road was when a farmer’s small 
black dog ran out and scared the polite 
automobile. He yip-yipped and yap- 
yapped and barked and growled until 
for half a minute the automobile couldn't 
go straight, but wobbled. The polite 
automobile was so scared that he 
shivered, fearing that the little dog 
might be run over. 

But instead of darting in front of 
him, the little black dog ran behind the 
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automobile and yipped and yapped at 
it, and he chased that kindly automobile 
right off the farm. 

When one of the children in the back 
seat stopped laughing while the polite 
automobile was running faster and faster 
away from the dog, she told everyone 
why the dog was so brave. The farmer’s 
toddling baby had walked through the 
open gate, and when the little dog could 
not make the baby go back and keep out 
of danger, he chased the automobile 
away. Of course that brave little dog 
did not know that the polite automobile 
wouldn’t harm a meadow mouse if he 
could help it. 


Anyway, as the automobile traveled 


on two days through the wilderness, he 
stood still time after time to let deer, 
and porcupines, raccoons, groundhogs, 
and SKUNKS, and one big black bear, 
cross the narrow trails in safety. 
When at last the happy family reached 
their summer home on the Lake Michi- 


gan shore, they thanked their kind and . 


polite automobile because he had 
brought them safely all the joyful way. 
Not only that, but when a summer neigh- 
bor, whose automobile had gone into a 
ditch, came over, and offered to buy the 
automobile for much money, because he 
admired it more than any aytomobile he 
ever had seen, the young father most 
politely said, “No, we thank you!” 

“You see,” he went on, “this is a good 
automobile, It never pushes nor crowds, 
and it is so kind and polite everywhere 
it goes, that now we think of it as one 
of our family, and we never shall part 
with. it.” 

No wonder the polite automobile was 
glad. For thus it came about that he 
and his family went traveling the high- 
ways and byways of our fair land, joy- 
fully ever after. 


WaAsHINGTON, D. C. 


Making Good Use of 
Old Copies of the Times 


LD copies of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 

Times can be used to good advan- 
tage in the cotton camps, road camps, 
and among the people in lonely sections 
of the mountains in the vicinity of Tuc- 
son, Ariz. The Rev. Oscar L. Smith 
writes: 

“To hold a service or Sunday school 
in a cotton camp requires the permission 
of the cotton grower, camp being on pri- 
vate property; then we have to get 
permission of the camp boss, and he is 
a Boss with a capital B. Services are 
held in the open air, which really re- 
quires a loud-speaking outfit. We hold 
Sunday school when we can get permis- 
sion to have the schoolhouse. Often the 
men try to break up the services. ... 

“The camps are clean, but the morals 
of the camps are not good... . It is 
a common sight to see girls of thirteen 
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and fourteen who are mothers. Of 
course all the camps are not so bad. 
Sometimes you find a good one, but very 
seldom. The road camps are made up 
of the prison chain gangs building roads 
in the Catalina Mountain section. We 
also put literature into these camps. Out 
in the lonely stretches of the desert and 
mountains are folks with tuberculosis, 
seeking to regain their health and living 
in cabins, tents, or trailers. We try to 
get to these folks with literature and a 
word of cheer.” 

Times readers may help in this work 
by sending their used copies to the Rev. 
Oscar L. Smith, 2520 E. Fifth St., Tuc- 
son, Ariz. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 28. 1. Dollars— Happiness—or What? 
Luke 12:15-21; Matt. 6:19-21. 





Sunday, April 21 


3. Sowing the Seed 
(Matt. 13:18-32, 37-43) 





Mon.—John the Baptist, a sower (Mark 
1:1-8). 

Tues.—Philip sows in Samaria. (Acts 8: 
4-8). 

Wed.—Harvesters needed (Matt. 9:35-38). 

Thurs.—Seventy sent to sow seed (Luke 
10:1-9). 

Fri.—The ready harvest (John 4:34-38). 

Sat.—Grace to the sower (2 Cor. 9:6-15). 


HIS third and last in the series on 

Christian work on mission fields at 
home and abroad deals with “Sowing 
the Seed,” — the other two having been 
“Healing the Sick,” and “Teaching all 
People.” As we have discussed these 
two previous topics in our young peo- 
ple’s meetings we have been prepared 
to’ see that this third topic is the high 
point in the series. We have seen that 
healing the sick and teaching all peo- 
ple, in so far as true Christian missions 
are°concerned, should have as their great 
objective the making known the Lord 
Jesus and winning others to him. And 
now we are to consider particularly this 
week how we are to make Christ known. 

ve 

“Sowing the Seed,” as our Scripture 
lesson for this week’s meeting shows 
us, is a term justified by one of the par- 
ables told by the Lord Jesus. In the 
Parable of the Sower, the Lord iden- 
tifies the seed as “the word” . (Matt. 
19:19, 23). It is evident in this parable, 
as well as in the Parable of the Wheat 
and Tares, that he had in mind pri- 
marily himself as the Sower. _ But, sec- 
ondarily, he must have also had in view 
all who, in his name, would faithfully 
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scatter the seed down through the years, 
for you will remember that in his great 
intercessory prayer in John 17, he said 
to the Father concerning his disciples, 
“As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them into the 
world.” 
Se 


One great truth we must ever keep 
in mind in our sowing is that it is the 
Word that has life and power. God in 
his goodness may use sometimes our 
own words of testimony, but it is his 
Word that alone can bring life. “For 
the word of God is quick [living], and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). Let us then be 
careful to sow the Word. 


sg 


Another principle to remember in our 
sowing is that it is to be on all kinds of 
ground. “The field is the world,” the 
Lord Jesus tells us. We are not respon- 
sible, in one sense, for the condition of 
the ground. Our job is to scatter the 
seed. As far as we know, just as many 
seed fell on the stony and thorny ground 
and on the wayside as fell on the good 
ground. 

$e 


While it is God alone who can bring 
the increase from our sowing (1 Cor. 
3:6, 7), we are to have a heart concern 
about our sowing. “He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bearing his sheaves with him” (Psa. 
126: 6). 

4 


But our own sowing is not to be the 
end of our concern. We are to pray the 
Lord of the harvest that he send forth 
laborers (Luke 10:2). The sphere of 
our own particular sowing may be lim- 
ited by circumstances, by home respon- 
sibilities, and such, but there can be no 
such limits on our prayer ministry. No 
matter where we live, we may reach 
out into the uttermost parts on the 
wings of prayer. 


It should be apparent to all of us that 
sowing the Word should be a most prac- 
tical experience for each young people’s 
group, and not merely an academic 
study. Not only by the exposition of 
the Word in our meetings and in occa- 
sional personal work can we sow the 
seed. Gospels and Scripture portions 
are available at small cost from such 
sources as the Scripture Gift Mission, 
119 S. 4th St., Philadelphia, and The 
Pocket Testament League, 156 5th Ave., 
New York City. Many young people’s 
societies find a blessed ministry in dis- 
tributing these in hospitals, prisons, at 
street meetings, and the like. Your gifts 
of money to the above named organiza- 
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tions, and to The Gideons, 140 S. Dear- 
born St., Chicago, and The American 
Bible Society, Park Ave. and 57th St., 
New York City, will make it possible 
for others to distribute the Word where 
you cannot. Make this sowing of the 
Word a matter of definite prayer in your 
group and ask God to guide you in your 
sowing. 
PHILADELPHIA, 





| With the New Books 


Judgment Day for Everybody. By W. 
D. Herrstrom, D.D. (Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 25 
cents.) Many people have the idea that 
there will. be one “general judgment at 
the end of time.” The author convinc- 
ingly disposes of this unscriptural posi- 
tion by clearly setting forth the teach- 
ing of the New Testament that there are 
at least seven distinct judgments. His 
book is brief and to the point. His dis- 
pensational teaching is remarkably clear. 
The book is especially valuable in show- 
ing that the sin question has been set- 
tled for the believer and that he is 
eternally secure. It faithfully brings 
out the doctrine of eternal punishment 
and makes an urgent plea to the un- 
saved to accept the gift of eternal life. 
The faithful student of the Word will 
be constrained to say with the author, 
“It is marvelous how plain the Scrip- 
tures are, and how easy to comprehend, 
when we are willing to believe what the 
Lord has recorded in his Book!” It 
would be well to place this book in the 
hands of those beginning the study of 
prophecy. 


Trophies for the King. By W. “Thor- 
burn Clark. (Woman’s Missionary Union 
of Virginia, Richmond, Va., 50 cents 
paper; 75 cents cloth.) Five pen pic- 
tures of converts from heathenism in 
Africa are skillfully drawn in this vol- 
ume. Samuel Crowther, first a slave 
boy, was converted at seventeen, and in 
1864, when about fifty-six, he visited 
England and was ordained the first 
bishop of the Niger in Canterbury Cathe- 
dral. He faithfully preached the Gospel 
until he was past eighty. Matula, son 
of a trader, and later a trader himself, 
learned to read the New Testament and 
sing Gospel songs; he was converted, 
and in spite of opposition and danger, he 
became a power for God. Africaner, the 
notorious Hottentot chief in South Af- 
rica, feared by black and white, was 
converted by Robert Moffat. Mr. Moffat 
said of him: “The Testament became 
his constant companion, and his profit- 
ing appeared unto all. Often have I 
seen him under the shadow of a great 
rock, nearly the livelong day, eagerly 
reading the pages of Divine inspiration.” 
Khama was a young African chief, of 
great personal strength and bravery. He 
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believed the Gospel, and ruled his king- 
dom righteously and courageously. His 
own father, who tried several times to 
kill him, said of him, “Khama’s heart is 
white.” Then there was William Koyi, 
the faithful helper of Dr. Robert Laws 
of Livingstonia. These are inspiring 
stories, of early missionary work in Af- 
rica during the last century, and showing 
the transforming power of the grace of 
God. 


The Whole Armour of God. By Albert 
Hughes, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) The 
Letter to the Ephesians was written for 
saints, men who are chosen, redeemed, 
forgiven, inherited, and sealed, and Dr. 
Hughes’ enlargement on each of these 
privileges provides our approach to the 
Armory in chapter six. Before one actu- 
ally enters, however, there are the ante- 
rooms of “Be Strong in the Lord,” and 
“For We Wrestle,” where the warrior 
learns of the saint’s sure struggle and of 
his certain victory “in Christ,” which 
last two words are used 35 times in this 
Epistle alone. 

Then comes the introduction to the 
armor proper: first, the sash of truth, 
which is more really a leather belt with 
metal plates all over it. Second, there 
is the armored coat that protects the 
vital organs and has both outside and 
inside characteristics. Then the soldier 
puts on shoes of peace, which bespeak 
a thorough establishment in the ways 
of the Peace-Bringer. The shield of faith 
is pictured as being entirely sufficient to 
meet the fiery darts of pride, envy, 
worry, impurity, and unbelief; while the 
salvation helmet is shown to be the 
head covering which the believer must 
put on and never once take off until 
replaced by the crown of glory. Lastly, 
there is the only offensive weapon, God’s 
mighty. Sword, which Mr. Valiant-for- 
the-Truth used in battle until it did 
cleave unto his hand .as part of him! 
The last two chapters are devoted to 
the all-prayer weapon, without which 
no armor is truly complete. 


Heralds of Salvation. By Frank Gren- . 


ville Beardsley, S.T.D. (American Tract 
Society, 7 West 45th St., New York City, 
$1.25.) Here is just the book for a 
quick survey of the. lives of evangel- 
ists, some of whose contributions to 
Christianity in this country have been 
perhaps unconsciously neglected. No 
attempt is made to produce complete 
biographies. But Dr. Beardsley has ac- 
complished a remarkable piece of work 
in condensing into highly entertaining 
as well as informative accounts the ac- 
complishments of fifteen great men of 
God: Jonathan Edwards, George White- 
field, John Wesley, Francis Asbury, 
Asahel Nettleton, Peter Cartwright, 
Charles G. Finney, Elder Jacob Knapp, 
Uncle John Vassar, Dwight L. Moody, 
William Booth, J. Wilbur Chapman, R. 
A: Torrey, Billy Sunday, Rodney Smith. 
This volume is particularly timely today 
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in light of the rising interest in evan- 
gelism. Since it shows how God’s re- 
vival fires have been kindled in the past, 
it is valuable as a reference book and 
should find a welcome place on the 
bookshelves of Christians who see the 
need of such revival power in these 
last days. 


Made According to the Pattern. By 
Charles W. Slemming. (Marshall, Mor- 
gan and Scott, Ltd., London; Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$1.) How often the child of God reads 
the sacred Book with little or no under- 
standing of the types and shadows of 
Christ ! He may have heard that the plac- 
ing of the Tabernacle and its furniture, 
as well as the position of the encamped 
twelve tribes during their wilderness 
journey, was always in the form of a 
cross. But he does not understand why 
the altar of burnt offering comes first, 
then the laver,— both outside the Tab- 
ernacle proper,—nor why the witness- 
ing lamps and the communion bread are 
next in line before the altar of inter- 
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cession. Perhaps he wonders what 
caused the great Architect to order 
boards on the north, south, and west, but 
never on the east; and why, when Israel 
journeyed, the Lion of Judah always 
led, while the Ark occupied a place some 
distance back in the procession. Why is 
it also that the numbers of pins, sockets, 
chapters, and pillars, as well as nearly 
all measurements, are in fives or multi- 
ples of five? Perhaps he questions the 
significance of the brass, silver, and gold, 
and of the blue, purple, scarlet, and fine 
white linen. All such queries are won- 
derfully answered in Mr. Slemming’s 
150 pages of concentrated exposition, and 
it would be a rare Bible student indeed 
who failed to experience a richer, deeper 
understanding from the floods of light 
here poured upon that which “was a 
figure for the time then present.” 


Summer Bible School Course. By Mrs. 
Frank Hamilton. (Loizeaux Bros., Bible 
Truth Depot, 19 W. Twenty-first St., New 
York, 35 cents.) Christian leaders of 
girls and boys will heartily welcome an- 
other book by Mrs. Hamilton, whose rich 
and long experience in teaching children 
has made her an expert in this line of 
work. Besides the Bible, this little book 
is all that is needed in the way of a text- 
book for conducting a successful sum- 
mer Bible school. It contains suggestions 
for opening and closing exercises, a list 
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of songs and choruses, material for a 
closing evening program, and subject 
matter for six. grades — Beginners, Pri- 
maries, Juniors, Intermediates, Seniors, 
and Graduates. 

The course is practical for a small 
school of only one or two classes or for 
a larger, more closely graded school of 
several classes. Many of the suggestions 
and much of the material of this course 
will be found valuable even to those 
who are already using another satis- 
factory summer Bible school course. A 
course of study covering the whole Bible 
for the use of teachers and children has 
also been prepared by Mrs. Hamilton 
under the general title, “Bible Lessons 
in. Bible Order,” and is published in five 
volumes: The Pentateuch, Joshua to 
Solomon, The Kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah, The Life of Christ, and The Acts 
of the Apostles. These books are each 
50 cents. 


Through Blood and Fire in China, By 
J. Edwin Orr. (Marshall, Morgan and 
Scott, Ltd. London, Eng.; Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$1.) “Bang!” It was the spare tire of 
the “Plymouth Brother” that blew out, 
leaving Edwin Orr, Andrew Gih, three 
other Chinese preachers, and two young 
women helpers stranded in the hills of 
Kwangtung. And they were bandit-in- 
fested hills, too! But God’s hand covers 
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them here as it does in later perils, par- 
ticularly in the bombings of the various 
cities that lay in their path, and the 
atrocities of fire, murder, and rape that 
seem part and parcel of the enemy’s in- 
vading army. Mr. Orr pictures vividly 
scene after scene, until the reader sickens 
at the horrors of war in China, but at 
the same time rejoices in the sincere 
turning of many to the Lord Jesus wher- 
ever these ambassadors present Him as 
Saviour and only comfort in a day of 
indescribable sorrow. 

The account is interspersed with in- 
terpretative bits of Chinese history and 
interesting character sketches of the 
great Christian generals, Feng, Chiang 
Kai-shek, and Madame Chiang, under 
whose leadership a united China will 
most surely arise. Edwin Orr is openly 
and deliciously Irish, a fact which ac- 
counts, perhaps, for the unusual priv- 
ileges given him to take pictures in war 
territory. Several cuts are included, 
along with good full-page likenesses of 
himself and his Jonathan friend, An- 
drew Gih, and of their wives, Carol and 
Dorcas. . 


Modern Humanism and Christian The- 
ism. By Elias Andrews, B.A., B.D. (Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $1.50.) Humanism in its various 
forms — that subtle drug which has so 
benumbed the thinking of preachers and 
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professors today —is the subject of this 
volume by the interim lecturer in the 
Philosophy and Psychology of Religion 
at Pine Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax. The 
author gives an adequate study of the 
emergence, growth, and present-day 
status of this trend in philosophy in the 
first three chapters, “Humanism Past and 
Present,” “Types of Modern Humanism,” 
and “An Appraisal of Modern Human- 
ism.” In the final chapter, “Humanism 
Within Christian Theism,” however, Mr. 
Andrews displays either ignorance of, 
or disregard for, several fundamental 
Christian doctrines. While he affirms 
“that the humanistic philosophy fails 
utterly to satisfy the intellectual, the 
moral, and the religious needs of man- 
kind,” on the other hand he fails to in- 
terpret the “Incarnation of Jesus” as 
more than the act of one who by “for- 
giving his enemies . . . is possessed by 
the Spirit of God, One whose nature has 
become one with God, One who is so 
united with the Divine that in his last 
great act of sacrifice there is. concen- 
trated the eternal purpose of God and 
the Incarnation thus brought to its com- 
pletion.” Thus there would be no in- 
dividual responsibility for sin, no per- 
sonal Saviour from sin, no eternal life 
without sin. 


A Commentary on St. Paul’s Epistle 
to the Galatians. A New and Abridged 
Translation by Theodore Graebner, D:D. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1.95.) This new trans- 
lation of Luther’s noted work will be 
welcomed by lovers of the Word every- 
where. The issue of grace and works 
is a very live one even today, and the 
author deals with it in no dry theolog- 
ical terms. The translator has done a 
remarkable piece of work’ in putting 
Martin Luther’s great argument into 
present-day speech, and in deleting cer- 
tain historical references that have no 
meaning for our own time, 

In the book itself: we find a careful, 
phrase-by-phrase comment on -Paul’s 
Epistle. Luther’s style is warm, dog- 
matic, interesting. He realizes the need 
for love and sympathy in dealing with 
our enemies. Yet when they need to 
be refuted, he spares no effort to show 
the falsity of their position. To him 
denial of grace is denial of Christ, and 
this he cannot tolerate. He is careful 
to show the true place of the law, and 
to make it plain that he has no quarrel 
with the law except when men seek to 
make it a plan of salvation. 


There are a few features of the book ' 


with which most Bible students today 
would not agree, such as Luther’s dog- 
matic statement that the Pope is the 
Antichrist. But the great excellence. of 
the book so overshadows these details 
that they are scarcely worthy of men- 
tion. .Luther’s work, though centuries 
old, has in a very vital sense a real 
message for our own day. 
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The New Analytical Bible 


John A.-Dickson Publishing Co., 805 
S. Jefferson St., Chicago. (Prices 
range from $7.75 to $18.75, according 
to bindings, which vary from a 
clothbound book up to imported 
leather dvid* geriiine gold stamping 
and gold edges. All editions contain 
the same material and same grade of 
paper.) 


OR ‘“e. Bible lover (or the one who 

would-be) it is difficult to imagine a 
more useful work than this one; which 
is a veritable library in a single volume. 
Though ofa convenient size for study, 
yet it-contains nearly seventeen hun- 
dred pages, and the material is arranged 
for the greatest convenience and service. 

It is the full text of the Bible, Author- 
ized -or- King James Version, but for 
study and comparison there are inserted 
in brackets in the text some five thou- 
sand renderings from the Revised Ver- 
sion -where. there are. differences in 
meaning, and instead of a-column of 
marginal references, such references are 
given ‘in a line of small clear type im- 
mediately under the verse. 

The equivalent of a whole system of 
Bible study is offered in the various 
sections,’ one of which is a fascinating 
analysis ‘and outline of each book of 
the Bible, with full-page chart and a 
notable study of “Outstanding Facts.” 
There may follow an article on some 
-special subjeet- suggested by the book, 
as, for instance, an article on “The Tab- 
ernacle” following Leviticus, or on 
“Songs of the Bible” following the Song 
of Solomon. After Genesis, Judges, Rev- 
elation; and Some other books there ‘is 
a page of “Contemporaneous. History.” 

An unusual feature that will be found 
most helpful:as a study aid is a table 
of New. Testament references. to- Old 
Testament books. The thoughtful ar- 
rangemerit imto- topics often suggests a 
challenging’ Bible study. 

Included -in the volume are: an Ency- 
clopedic: ‘Dictionary of the Bible, some 
three hundred pages; a Harmony of the 
Gospels; Parables of the Lord Jesus, and 
His Miracles in chronological order; a 
large ‘seetion..on Teachings~ of Christ, 
alphabetically arranged; Prayers of the 
Bible; Fulfilled Prophecies; Old Testa- 
ment Chronology; New Testament 
Chronology; History of Period Between 
Old and New Testaments; Laws of the 
Hebrew People; Miracles of the Old Tes- 
tamient; an “Index” to the lives of Abra- 
‘ham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, and 
Paul; a Topical Study of the Bible; full 
concordance, and maps. 

‘The book opens. with a scholarly arti- 
cle on the History of ‘the Bible, its in- 
- spiration, its manuscripts ‘and transla- 
tions and their preservation.” From the 
refreshingly sound and true note here 
one turns to the rest of the work with 
full confidence and enjoyment. 





__---With each copy is.given a valuable lit- _ 
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tle book of 71 pages, “A Systematic Study 
of the New Analytical Bible,” by James 
R. Kaye, Ph.D., LL.D. This comprises a 
detailed analysis of the Bible and 1,500 
questions on the Bible answered by the 
helps of the Analytical Bible. 


we 


Jonathan Edwards’ Great Sermon 


AKING as his text “Their foot shall 

slide in due time” (Deut. 32:35), 
Jonathan Edwards preached his awe-in- 
spiring sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of 
an Angry God,” at Enfield, Conn., July 
8, 1741. It was at night, and while he 
was reading it to a large congregation 
the lights became dim and he read with 
difficulty, and the influence was so great 
on the congregation that strong men and 
women cried for mercy and even seized 
the seats for fear they would slide 
into hell that very moment. He showed 
(1) that the wicked are always ex- 
posed to destruction; (2) always ex- 
posed to sudden, unexpected destruc- 
tion; (3) they are liable to fall - of 
themselves without the hand of an- 
other; and (4) the reason they have not 
already fallen and do not fall now is 
that God’s appointed time has not come. 

Many will be interested to know that 
this sermon has been reprinted, and may 
be had from I. W. Rogers, 2704 Tenn. St., 
Paducah, Ky., at 10 cents a copy; 4 for 
25 cents, 10 for 50 cents. 
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An Indian's Doorstep 
Becomes a Penitent Bench 
(Continued from page 277) 


Word. She answered, “Yes, please read.” 
The passage chesen was John 10:11, “I 
am the good shepherd: the good shep- 
herd giveth his life for the sheep.” 

As I explained this verse she inter- 
rupted me and said, “Jesus’ died for 
me?” 

I replied: “Yes, he died to save you, 
and if you believe in Jesus, that he died 
to save you, and if you ask him to come 
into your heart, and confess your sin 
to Jesus, and believe that Jesus has 
heard your prayer and taken away your 
sin, you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

“I pray every morning and night, and 
confess to priest, but my sin is still in 
my heart,” she said. 

I told her that there is only one Door, 
and that is Jesus Christ, and all must 
confess their sin to Jesus alone. 

Her reply was, “No one ever told me 
this before, no, no one!” Then she 
pointed to an Indian reserve on the 
mountain side, with a Roman Catholic 
church in the midst of the houses, say- 
ing, “All these people there have never 
heard that story, and all my sisters, 
brother, mother have never heard this 
story”; and with that she began to weep. 

I asked her whether she would pray 
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to Jesus now, and soon a dirty doorstep 
was an altar for a penitent sinner. She 
prayed, saying, “Lord, take away my 
sin, make me clean, and thank you for 
sending me this girl. Amen.” Oh, the 
joy when she arose to her feet! She 
could not contain herself. She walked 
with me part of the way home, and all 
she could say was: “Thank you for 
telling me about Jesus. But what if 
you had not told me; no one else would 
have told me.” 

About three weeks after that meeting 
on the doorstep, I had the privilege of 
leading the mother of that Indian 
woman to the Lord Jesus. “Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” 
(Rom. 10:13, 14.) 


Vancouver, B. C. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

ns, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 15 to 21 


Mon.—Micah 4:1-5. The Vision of Peace. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIons: “None shall make 
them afraid” (Isa. 17:2). War scatters 
defeated nations, but in the coming 
kingdom of Christ nations shall learn 
war no more. The desire for peace im- 
planted in the very natures of people 
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will not always be disappointed. “The 
Desire of nations” shall come. Faith 
sees the coming day of universal peace. 
In the meantime Prophecy is as “a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19). Pray for the 
Gideons, 202 S. State St., Chicago. 


Tues.—Micah 5:2-5a. The Prince of Peace. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: He shall “be great 
unto the ends of the earth.” Christ who 
made peace by the blood of his cross, 
will usher in the Kingdom of peace of 
which he is the God-appointed Prince. 
The triumph of his cross ultimately will 
be seen in the rule of the Prince of 
Peace. His enemies shall be made the 
footstool of his feet. Pray for Door of 
Hope, 10 Quinsan Gardens, Shanghai, 
China. 


Wed.—Isaiah 11:6-10. The Security of Peace. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “His rest shall be 
glorious.” The works of the Lord are 
great. When he giveth quietness who 
then can make discord? When faith, 
hope, and love support the soul, it is 
well sustained. He who bought us with 
his blood secures us with his promise. 
We are held up by his faith, cheered by 
his hope, and fastened to himself by 
indissoluble bonds. The rest that the 
Lord Jesus Christ gives is glorious. His 
peace, like a river, is sure. Pray for 
American Inland Mountain Mission, 7015 
S. Artesian Ave., Chicago. 


Thurs.—Matthew 5:9-16. Peacemakers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed ... 
peacemakers.” Live peaceably; keep 
your tongue from evil and your lips 
from speaking guile; seek peace and pur- 
sue it. .Avoid whatever tends to widen 
the breach between brethren. Peace- 
makers never provoke, divide, or disturb. 
Condemn in yourself every tendency 
toward impatience, harshness, and dis- 
content. Let Christ be magnified in you. 
Pray for Bethel Mission, Shanghai, 
China. 


Fri—Isaiah 2:1-4, The Way to Peace. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Walk in his 
paths.” Christ leads in “the ruts of 
righteousness” (lit.). The “way of peace” 
is still unknown to many outside and 
inside the Church. Many within miss 
the peace that passeth all misunder- 
standing; and many without the “peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” If you have entered in by the 
door — Christ — you may walk in his 
paths of joy and peace. His ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all his paths 
are peace. Pray for Bible Seminary for 
Women, Shanghai, China. 


Sat.—Psalm %72:11-19. The Kingdom of Peace. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “All nations shall 
serve him.” Christ will be the world’s 
perfect King. He will be the delight, 
boast, and glory of mankind. He will 
be their best portion and their sweetest 
rest. His excellency, majesty and great- 
ness, his glory, sovereignty, and abso- 
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luteness will be matched by his mercy, 
righteousness, and peace. Pray for 
American. Mission to Lepers, 156 5th 
Ave., New York. : 
Sun.—Isaiah 26:1-4. Kept in Perfect Peace. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Perfect peace.” 
Weights and measures have their per- 
fection. Peace has its completeness. 
Reconciliation with God is faultless. Rest 
that comes with perfect trust is sound. 
When we trust and obey, peace is like 
a river. Pray for the China Inland Mis- 
sion, 
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